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Conditional or Unconditional — a Tricky Subject

It’s not a complicated thing of the head, but a simple love affair of the heart. “If you love Me, you’ll obey Me.” We prove our love for Him by our obedience. We can’t obey Him unless He’s poured His love into our heart. That love demands obedience.

Neither was covenant our Father made with Abraham a mere abstraction. Was it conditional or unconditional? That’s the argument in Christianity. It’s a tricky subject.

Our Father said to Abraham, “I’ll give you the land,” but it’s based on the faith Abraham received to obey. Our Father chose him to be obedient. As long as he and his offspring were obedient, our Father would give him the enemy-free land. But they weren’t obedient. They didn’t rout out the enemy. The land was taken over, just as you see today. They aren’t able to do anything. They don’t have the faith of Abraham.

Our Father needs a people who love Him. There is an old song from the fifties that goes, “You’re nobody till somebody loves you; you’re nobody till somebody cares.” It wasn’t a bad song. Our Father was “nobody” until there was somebody who cared, who loved Him. Then He got Abraham.  

The covenant with Abraham is unconditional. I guess you can say that. Did Israel do anything to get the enemy-free land? To Christianity the fulfillment of that covenant is mystical, abstract. However it’s based on something. Our Father had infinite foreknowledge when He made that covenant with Abraham. Is it conditional or unconditional? Is our Father going to just do it and give them the land, no matter what they do or don’t do? 

All I knew about it in Christianity is that it’s unconditional and God is going to do it and we’ll all go to heaven someday. It’s like the gift of eternal life. Your name is in the Lamb’s Book of Life. Certainly that’s unconditional. But what if you don’t obey Him? Is that conditional? If He pours His love into our heart, that demands a response. We have to obey Him. So those who obey Him have eternal life.

The covenant with Abraham wasn’t just an abstract contract. There has to be someone who fulfills the terms of the covenant, who has a covenant relationship with Him. “I will give you the land because you had faith in Me.” Abraham did, but the ones after him didn’t. The kingdom was taken away from them and given to a people who would do it. But then they also didn’t do it. Our Master prophesied about a restoration at the end of the age, those who would do it.

Gen 18:19 says something to the effect of a condition. Abraham believed that he would do it. Paul thought the Twelve Tribes in his days would do it for ancient Israel. But even the Twelve Tribes in Paul’s time didn’t do it. Paul said, “We who are alive and remain…” (1 Ths 4:17). He thought he would be there, but he wasn’t. He didn’t understand Dan 2:44, that the kingdom was left to another people, until the days of those ten kings.

Gen 18:19 — There has to be a people who will fulfill the terms of the covenant. What if I don’t command my household? What if they aren’t commandable? A veritable witness is the evidence before all people, producing the fruit of the kingdom. 

How many will there be of Abraham’s offspring? They had all died out in the first century. At our Master’s birth there were still a few faithful ones, like Zechariah and Elishebah, Anna, Simeon, and our Master’s parents, but not by the time He was grown. Then there was not one left until our Master selected the 120. They received the Holy Spirit and then 3000 responded at Pentecost. 

Gen 18:19 is seemingly a condition. From the ancient days the debate continues as to whether the covenant with Abraham was conditional or unconditional. Mt 21:43-45 — Israel thought the promise was unconditional. They took it for granted. 

Jms 2:14-26 — Faith without works is dead. There are no works to bring it about (Acts 26:6-8). Isa 49:6 — The twelve tribes must be a witness to the whole world in order that Israel might possess the ancient inheritance that our Father promised to Abraham. It’s in this age, because salvation has to go to the ends of the world (Mt 28:18-20; 24:14). Our Master was referring to prophecy; it wasn’t just an abstraction. 

We are working for our Father’s reputation. Jer 34:18-22 — If someone makes such a covenant and doesn’t fulfill it, he’ll be split in two himself. If we make a covenant, we’re cursed if we don’t fulfill it. Our yes has to be yes.

The Abrahamic covenant is unconditional to Christians. God will do it, “So let us eat, drink, and be merry, because tomorrow we will go to heaven.” My Christian friends in Chattanooga couldn’t take it in. They thought I was talking about works salvation. 

There is no condition if we have received the Holy Spirit, because He’s going to work it into our life. If we don’t obey Him, we won’t be in the kingdom. That doesn’t mean we won’t have eternal life.

Col 1:23,22 — If we continue in the faith — that’s what He wants to do with us. It’s not even debatable about the Lamb’s Book of Life. We’re sealed. The question is, “Will our Father have enough people to rule the next age?” Those who are worthy to rule the next age — five cities, ten cities — live every day with vision. We’re working towards a goal. We have the attitude of Messiah. We maintain vision. There is no grumbling in us. When our Master was baptized He had unshakeable certainty. 

There are people who disregard Gen 18:19. I see people who do it, but then there are others who disregard it in our midst. “Keep the Way!” That was the name of the First Edah. They were “the Way” and they kept if for a time. Isa 56:1-8 — They keep justice and righteousness. They keep the Shabbat. They do no wrong. They love one another. 

What are the conditions of the land grant? Will He give it to a rebellious people? He’ll give it to a people at the end of this age, as it says in Zec 12 and 13. Two-thirds of the natural seed shall be cut off (Zec 12:8,10-14; 13:8-9). 

Rev 1:7 — There are two types of people there: the nations and the natural seed of Israel. The Jews still hold the guilt of crucifying our Master, especially the religious ones. There are religious Jews and unreligious Jews, and there are religious Christians and unreligious Christians. It’s better to be unreligious. If they are religious their guilt remains.

Zec 12:10 — They’ll be mourning. That’s the one-third in Zec 13:8. You have the two witnesses over in Jerusalem. One-third will be listening to the Male Child that’s on the earth. That one-third will establish Israel in the next age. They are from every tribe. They’ll establish the tribes of Israel in the land of Israel (Mt 19:28).

The Promise was unconditional in one way, because our Father saw us 4000 years later, those who would do what the First Edah didn’t do. The two witnesses will be hearing this for the next forty to fifty years and then they’ll preach it and one-third of the natural seed will hear it.

Rev 1:7 — That’s what happens when church and state came together. The Jews turned our Master over to the state to be crucified. We have to have a great influx of Jews into the Body to make them jealous. They’ll see what they were supposed to do, but never did.

Acts 1:6-8 — “Is this the time? Is this when You restore the kingdom again?” Our Master answered, “It’s not for you to know. Just be filled with the Spirit and preach the gospel.” It was not the time because of Dan 2:44. Daniel is a sealed book until the end times. Dan 12:4-9 — There were no L.A. Freeway, airplanes, or computers back then. 

Dan 12:7-9 — We’re gaining insight. Dan 12:10 — We’re gaining understanding. The foolish right now aren’t listening. The wicked aren’t listening right now. Wicked here in Dan 12:10 is not talking about the wicked in the world. A wise virgin receives the oil right now. 

Knowledge will increase. That’s the Internet. Has travel increased since the Roman road?

Mk 9:12 — There will be a restoration of all things. The gospel has to be proclaimed as a veritable witness. “If you love one another, all the world will know that you are My disciples.” Love is the essential ingredient for unity and peace.

You feel more majestic now since you know these things. All of His delight is in us (Ps 16:3).

I am not for abortion, but it would be better to be aborted if you don’t serve our Master or live by your conscience. Our Master said about Judas that if would have been better if he hadn’t been born. What happened to the illegitimate child that David had with Bathsheba? Where did this baby go after it died? David said this about this child: “I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me” (2 Sam 12:23). 
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