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The Restoration of All Things

The restoration of all things is to restore the promise our Master made to all who would follow Him — at the cost of obeying Him.

Yahshua said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age — houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields with persecutions — and in the age to come eternal life. (Mk 10:29-30)
The promise in Mk 10:29-30 is not only a new family of mothers, brothers and sisters, along with farms and houses, but also persecution, and in the age to come eternal life. This new family of His are those who do the will of God.

Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and called him. A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.” And he replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.”  (Mk 3:31-35)
So the question most asked is, “How does one know what the will of God is for his own life?” By asking this question he makes it obvious that he is not one of our Master’s new family members.

Our Master’s answer to the rich young ruler’s question, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” (Mk 10:17), is made very clear in verses 29 and 30. This also gives clear understanding to the disciple’s question, “Then, who can be saved?” in verse 26.

So in order to have the eternal life the rich young ruler asked for in verse 17, He is told in verse 21 to, “Go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, take up the cross, and follow Me.” What is meant by this answer to the rich young ruler’s question is revealed in verses 29 and 30.

To take up the cross in Mk 10:21 is to die to his past life, and unless one does exactly this, he will not be able to follow the Master. Only those who follow Him have eternal life (Jn 12:25-26). A person’s treasure in Heaven is eternal life, which one inherits by doing what the Master says.

The rich young ruler did not obey the good news of the coming Kingdom. For one must enter it in this present age — into His reign — in order to welcome it in the next age. The only way to prepare for the coming Kingdom is to enter into its preparatory stage. This is the gospel of the Kingdom — if a person believes in Him, his response will be to obey Him, as He said in Jn 14:15,21.

The rich young ruler did not trust Him, as it is made clear who trusts Him and who does not, or who believes in Him and who does not (1 Jn 2:4; 5:13). Those who believe in Him, trust Him, and those who trust Him, obey Him, and those who obey Him are those who love Him.

The First Church was a community established on the premise of the commands given to the apostles (Mk 3:31-35; Lk 12:53; 14:26; Mt 10:34-39). This is the new family who would (and must) live in community with all their new family members who take up their cross and follow Him. This is the new family of Mk 3:31-35 — those who do His will, as He explained to His disciples concerning the rich young ruler. He rejected being a part of this new family in Mk 10:17-30 (especially verses 17,21,28-30, as also in Lk 14:26,31-33).

The event of Mt 12:46-50 (Lk 8:19-21; Mk 3:31-35) is explained in the gospels, as in Mk 10:28-30; Lk 18:28-30; Mt 19:27-29. And the gospel of the Kingdom, which is entered now in preparation of the coming kingdom in the next age, is explained in Mt 19:28,
So Yahshua said to them, “Assuredly I say to you, that in the regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”
This was in answer to Peter’s question in verse 27,
“See, we have left all and followed You. Therefore what shall we have?”
And verse 29 is the eternal life the rich young ruler asked for:
“And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My name’s sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life.”
Coming before our Master he asked in verse 16,
“Good Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may have eternal life?”
To which the Master replied,
“If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. (Mt 19:21-22)
The rich young ruler went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions, which kept him from following Yahshua in order to have eternal life. If he had believed and trusted, he would have loved Him enough to do what He said that he needed to do (Lk 14:31-33) in order to become a member of His new family (Mk 3:34-35). The rich young ruler went away as a coward and dis-believer (Rev 21:6-8).
The NU omitted wife in Mt 19:29 and Mk 10:29, but overlooked Lk 18:29, which condemned them to the Lake of Fire. The KJV has wife in all three gospels.

Who Then Can Be Saved?

Lk 18:26-27 asks the question, “Who then can be saved?” That which is impossible with men, is possible with God, since God is the one who gives eternal life to a person. If the rich cannot easily be saved, then who can be? The answer is that salvation for rich or poor is always the gift of God. Salvation is a free gift, but who does He give it to?

So we see in all the gospels who He gives eternal life to — those who obey Him (Acts 5:32; 2 Ths 1:8-9). Obey in Acts 5:32 is #3980, which means to hearken or obey (as to one in authority). Obey in 2 Ths 1:8 is #5219, which means to hearken, be obedient to, to hear under.

Believes not in Jn 3:36 (as the rich young ruler) is #544, which means to disbelieve, disobedient, obey not, remain unbelieving — to disobey through one’s unbelief.

In Jn 3:36, believes not is the same as in Rev 21:8 (#571), which means disbelieving, untrustworthy, faithless.

In Jn 14:15,21,24, keep is #5083, which means to hold fast, keep, maintain, watch, preserve, observe. 

The Pattern of Restoration

Then they asked him, “Why do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?” He said to them, “Elijah is indeed coming first to restore all things. How then is it written about the Son of Man, that he is to go through many sufferings and be treated with contempt?” (Mk 9:11-12)
If Mk 9:11-12 or Mt 17:11 has any merit, and the One who spoke was speaking in the future sense (Mal 4:6; Lk 1:17), then it refers to His second advent.
 The first of all things, which must be restored, is the Holy Spirit to man, then the gospel, and then the community. This is the foundation — the pattern of the truth, which is to be observed as a witness or testimony, before the end can come to this present age (Jn 18:37). Mt 21:43 is to be restored in order for it’s fruit to be born, so that Mt 24:14 can bring it about, for the sake of Acts 3:25. Heb 10:13 is a communal effort.

Maintenance

All things will be restored. In the course of restoration, all must be devoted to the apostles in order to maintain the unity of the Spirit and the bond of peace (Eph 4:3).

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. (Acts 2:42)
Jn 13:34-35 must be maintained to the end (Eph 6:24). Rev 2:4-5 — The First Church did not maintain Jn 13:34-35 or 1 Jn 3:14-23. They did not continue to be devoted to Acts 2:42. 2 Cor 11:2-4 — If one maintains his fellowship with the apostles, then he would also be devoted to their teachings and traditions.

Isa 49:6 — The light is love, which gives validity to the gospel. We are all sextons in the building (Eph 4:16). 

Maintain is to keep in an existing state, to preserve from failure or decline, to sustain against all opposition or danger, uphold, defend, to continue to persevere in, carry on, keep up.

Diligence

This all takes diligence, which is a man’s most precious possession. This gift is given to all born-again servants.

Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. (Jn 12:25-26)
One must hate his life in the world first before he can follow Messiah and serve Him where He is, in order to be honored by our Father. A diligent servant perseveres — hurries as a builder (Isa 49:17). They are characterized by steady, earnest and energetic application of effort — painstaking, busy, assiduous, engaged in action, industrious, occupied (Lk 19:13).

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. (Eph 2:10)
 We must be diligent to do our good works, by earnest application, in order to bring about a specific objective, or in pursuit of accomplishing it’s purpose (Eph 4:12,16). We must be diligent to be assiduous, which is a careful unremitting application of our gifts by His grace — to do the works prepared for us.

Rev 19:7-8 is the wise virgins who are diligent. They are devoted to the Master’s service (Eph 4:12). Without diligence, love is left behind (Rev 2:4) as the motivating factor of all the other things that are restored. But if the tree is not nourished by love, all other things will eventually fail. In Rev 2:1-7, we see a lack of the love that is described in 1 Cor 13:1-7 — as a felled tree.

All wise virgins are assiduous. They gather oil while it is still day. Assiduity has to do with paying attention, not drifting (Heb 2:1-3). Steadfast is the quality and character of one who is diligent to serve our Master.

Diligence — Ezra 5:8; Pr 10:4; 12:24,27; 13:4; 21:5.
Put these things into practice, devote yourself to them, so that all may see your progress. (1 Tim 4:15)
Now you know why it is.

Diligence — Pr 4:23; Lk 12:58; Rom 12:8; 2 Cor 8:7; 2 Tim 4:9,21; Heb 6:11; 2 Pet 1:10; Jude 1:3.
Diligent — Pr 22:29; Eph 2:10.
Diligently — Heb 11:6.
(See Strong’s for the rest.)
Cause and Effect

So what must we do to make Mk 10:29-30 do what it will do, if we do what it says to do? What is the promise and why is it the restoration of all things? How should we apply the promise of one hundred fold? What will it cause? What is the cause and what is the effect? What are we to do to cause to or make to grow again?

Cause is what brings about the effect — the means that produce an effect — the causation (Jn 18:37). Cause is the agency which produces an effect. The word effect implies that in order to have an effect, there needs to be an effector.

Effector is a bodily organ that becomes active in response to stimulation, or inducement, or inspiration.

To effect is to bring about, to make to happen, to do that which the effector is created to do. Effect is the consequence, or result, or fruit (Mt 21:43; 24:14,29-31). What is the effect in Heb 10:13?  It takes a community to bring this about.

An effect is something that inevitably follows an antecedent (as a cause or agent). A cause is an antecedent — a determinant. It takes priority, or precedence, which goes before as a forerunner — a precursor or preceding event. This can be applied to John the Baptist (Lk 1:17,76-77; Mal 3:1-4; 4:6), or Messiah (Lk 2:30-32; Isa 42:6; 49:6,8; Acts 26:6-8; Lk 3:4-6; Rev 1:7).

So what did our Master mean in His prophecy in Mt 19:29 (Mk 10:29-30; Lk 18:29-30)? What is the new family of His in Mk 3:31-35, which is formed by those who hear the gospel and obey it? They hear His voice (Jn 10:27; 18:37). Jn 7:17 — Those who hear His voice through a sent one, will receive one hundred fold in this present age: mothers, brothers, sisters, wives, houses and farms. What would be the effect of that?

The cause which causes the effect is obeying His voice — His gospel (Lk 14:26,33; Lk 12:49-53; Mt 10:34-37) of the Kingdom (Mt 21:43; 24:14). And to maintain this witness until the end will cause another effect — the return of our Master and the end of this present age.

Lk 19:10 — To maintain our Master’s cause for Bus Barns, to help people to come out of the world, to seek and save the lost, to seek out the ones who are of the truth, who will hear His voice.

A New Social Order

Mk 3:35 indicates that there is no such thing as a Christian who is in this new family of His today. There is no other cause for which He came to do what it says in Lk 12:53,
The father shall be divided against the son, and the son against the father; the mother against the daughter, and the daughter against the mother; the mother in law against her daughter in law, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.
This does not refer to divisions in His new family (Mk 3:35), but one’s wordly family. Obeying Him creates this new family (Jn 17:23), which brings one out of this world order and into a new social order (Jn 13:34-35).

There is no division between the members of His new family (Jn 17:21-23; Eph 4:1-7). But one must leave every hindrance and every obstacle in order to be able to take up the cross and follow Him (Mk 10:21; Rev 21:6-8). Otherwise he will be a coward and not worthy of eternal life (Acts 13:40-42 as Mk 10:22), even though he asks what he must do to have eternal life.

Before the new Israel could begin, the many other words had to be made clear, so that those who were cut to the heart would realize what they must do (Acts 2:36-45). The multitudes asked the same question as the rich young ruler. All former family structures were forsaken in order to begin a new family structure in Messiah’s Body (Mk 3:35; Mt 10:37; Lk 14:26; Jn 12:25-26; Acts 2:32-37).

1 Jn 3:14,16 and 23 is not mere doctrine, but is the proof of Jn 5:24,
Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life, and does not come under judgment, but has passed from death to life.

But Christians have no proof. For them Jn 5:24 is mere doctrine. They may as well chant.

� Advent — the coming or arrival, especially of something extremely important.
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