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The Vine, the Branches, and the Clusters

We know that we can do nothing without our Master Yahshua. He said, “I am the vine and you are the branches.” He was speaking right to the apostles whom He had raised up. Apart from Him, they could do nothing. What do you think He meant by Jn 15:5?

I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. (Jn 15:5)

We know what branches mean. I want to touch on this, why He said what he said to His apostles in Jn 15:5. What does it mean? What are branches supposed to do? There is the vine, and coming from the vine are the little shoots. What happens there? 

Yowceph Rodriguez – From the branch comes the cluster. If there is a vine and a branch, then it should produce clusters of grapes. 

He said that to the twelve apostles. What does it mean?

Shemiyah – The apostles are the branches....

And the community is what? They are the fruit — the cluster of grapes. You can see and understand that, for no one understands that in the world. They think He is talking about everybody and that each Christian going to work at his job is one of the branches, but they are not. 

The Greek word translated branch is #2814, klema, meaning a tender and flexible branch, specifically the shoot or branch of a vine; a vine sprout. In Zec 3:8 and 6:12 it speaks of Messiah as the Branch; it is #6780, tsemach, a sprout or shoot springing up. Our Master is the vine, from Him come the shoots, and then the clusters. What do the clusters form? It has to be interconnected. What are the clusters? They are different communities, as they spring up. That is one of meanings of the words, as they spring up, in both the Greek and the Hebrew, for branch or shoot.

I am not talking about myself here, but those who will be raised up in the future – like Nun, Nahaliel, Yowceph Rodriguez, and others who have raised up communities, like Ne’eman. He went up to Hamburg and see what they produced, a cluster – a beautiful piece of fruit [looking at Yedidyah]. People like this are being sent out all the time. They are not big “A” apostles, but there are none of them anyway. Apostles are just sent ones, messengers, serving our Master on the Vine. We can bring this down to earth a little bit. They are just human beings. 

He said, “I am the vine, you are the branches,” which in the Greek means a young shoot. A branch is “cause to, make to happen,” if you really get down to the root (see footnote on bottom of page five for #6779, tsamach). The apostles “make to happen.” But they can do nothing apart from Him. If they are not connected to our Master, they may still produce in a community in the flesh, but it won’t last long. It will go to pot since no one will receive the Holy Spirit.

Acts 2:42 – What does this Devotion Create?

And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. (Acts 2:42)

In Acts 2:42 it talks about what the cluster that started on the day of Pentecost was devoted to — the apostles’ teaching. They were devoted to the teaching of the shoots, or the sprouts, which is the same word. And they were devoted to fellowship with the shoots. It doesn’t say they were in fellowship with one another, but with the apostles. So, therefore, they were in fellowship with our Master. But it just doesn’t work without that connection. They were in fellowship with the shoots or the branches, and the word for fellowship is koinonia (#2842). They were one with the apostles, devoted to their teaching. They weren’t coming up with new teachings apart from the anointing, trying to be something. They weren’t seeking for some revelation from God on their own.

What does that devotion create? True community. Why? They are in direct fellowship with the twig, the sprout, and the sprout is in fellowship with the Vine. It is impossible to go around the apostles. “Apart from Me,” He said to the apostles, “you can not produce a true cluster,” and apart from the apostles there is no Edah — it is impossible. That is what it is trying to say. So far with us, it has been good, going the proper way, from the very beginning. It is always that way, submitting to authority, loving authority. 

Being Under the Law

We don’t say, “I am going to quit playing volleyball now because we have referees. It’s no fun!” Well, how many people had fun to day who didn’t have fun before? Some people might be under the Law. Was David under the Law? 

Amtsah Amanah – No, he loved the law.

Yes, he did. And Yahshua wasn’t saying to Himself, “If I don’t do this, I’ll be killed.” You can see how people are with policeman. Some people love authority, so they don’t fear the presence of policemen. If we have fear of authority, we are not vitally connected to our Master. That’s being under the Law. We give thanks for instruction — the Torah. It is our instruction. We love to be instructed. What fulfills the Law? Love.
We don’t have to be hard taskmasters, do we? A policeman doesn’t have to come in and force you to do something you don’t want to do — because you want to do it. Koinonia, the fellowship, that communication, maintains community. We “obey our leaders” (Heb 13:17) because what, they dominate you?

Amtsah Amanah – They keep watch over our souls.

Do you like that? You do, if you are a true child of God. You don’t if you don’t want to be led by and submit to the leaders. In that case you are not a true child of God. 

Job 14:7 — The New Shoot will not Fail (second growth hickory)

The plural shoots, the apostles, create many clusters. As many as the shoots are, they form clusters. Is there such a thing as a shoot that doesn’t produce a cluster? Not if it is abiding in the Vine, as the Vine is in the Root — the Vinegrower.

So, what forms the nation? The clusters form the tribes and the tribes form the nation. I want you to understand that. 

There are so many places that use the words sprout or branch in a prophetic way, such as Eze 17:21-24, Job 14:7-9, and Zec 3:8, 6:12. It is marvelous to look into the definitions of words. They help explain what is going on. The underlying word for branch or sprout is restore, renew, or to re-sprout – to raise up again. 

For there is hope for a tree, if it is cut down, that it will sprout again, and that its tender shoots will not cease. (Job 14:7)

It says that the new shoot will not fail. The felled tree is sprouting. It failed in the first century. The restored tree won’t fail. It will produce the effect. It will bring about Mt 21:43. You won’t fail. We assume that everyone in this room is connected to the Head, as Col 2:19 says,
And not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God.

Unless we are connected to Him through the authority He has established, everything will go haywire. He gives us authority to makes clusters, disciples of all nations (Mt 28:18-20). That is the renewal in Job 14:7. The felled tree sprouting — a new sprout, a young twig, a tender branch (#3126, 3127),
 a shoot growing from the felled tree’s root system.

We are the shoot or sprout that comes out from the stump of the felled tree. Trees sprout again after they have been cut down. This is called second growth. Second growth hickory is stronger, more reliable, and more pliant than primary growth. My father would make bows and arrows with it. Those arrows would go somewhere. It is second growth hickory. Look it up, and you’ll see how durable it is.

You won’t fail if you pay attention. The second Edah, the last Edah of this age, won’t fail. Mt 21:43 won’t fail again, but will produce, bring about Mt 24:14. What is that? It is the witness of this Kingdom, which brings about the end of this age: 

And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come. (Mt 24:14)

He can’t come back until something has brought this age to a close. What is it? It is the witness to the entire world — the Edah. Then He will return and restore everything in the next age (Acts 3:21). How many cities will you rule over? It depends on whether you are faithful or not. If you are faithful you are going to rule with Messiah (Lk 19:17-19).

Job 14:7 – There is hope for a tree, if it is felled, that it will sprout again. It will increase, as Mt 21:43 says. The restoration of all things is prophesied in Mk 9:11-12.

The most significant passage similar to Isa 53:2 is Eze 17:22,
Thus says the Lord God: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; I will set it out. I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 

He will take a sprig from the very top of the cedar tree. Then break off from the topmost of the young twigs a tender one. The word branch is #6779 and 6780.
 It means to bring forth shoots and sprouts, to cause to or make to grow again; to put forth shoots (apostles). Twelve branches (apostles) produce twelve tribes. 2 Sam 23:5; Ps 132:17; Eze 29:21 — He will cause the horn of David to sprout up. It will spring forth for the whole house of Israel — Twelve Tribes (Isa 49:6,8).

We have to be those who cause to, who make to grow. Not all are apostles (1 Cor 12:29), but that’s all right, as long as you are in fellowship with the apostles. They are nothing without the clusters, as our Master is nothing (He understands me when I say this) without the apostles. For He came to prepare twelve apostles to carry on His ministry to the nations — to raise up the Twelve Tribes.

He doesn’t want to just stay up there in heaven. He wants to come back to rule with His chosen ones who are in fellowship with the apostles (Jn 14:18). We are all going to be apostles in the Eighth Day. We will all be sent out to the far reaches of the universe, producing clusters. One planet fills up and then you go to the next. You will colonize, establish life on Mars. In fifty or sixty years the whole galaxy fills up, and pretty soon the whole universe, right? No, it will take forever (Heb 1:12).
It never ends, for there will be no end to the increase of His government (Isa 9:7). It makes you know why you are living. We might have deviated a little bit, but we didn’t go outside the boundaries, over the waterfall. I am thankful that our Father has given you stability, determination, and gumption to stay in fellowship with your leaders, your parents, the sprouts, and our Master — just as our Master did with the Father.

Isa 49:6 is the nation you are raising up right now, which produces Mt 21:43,
Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a nation bearing the fruits of it. (Mt 21:43) 

They failed, but the new shoot coming forth from that won’t fail. Eze 17 gives you a picture of many shoots failing but then one that will not fail; all cultures and races are in that tree, in fellowship. You don’t find that in the world.

Jeremiah – The way we are called to walk is getting clearer and clearer. It can become easy to go to our Master and say, “Please give me grace to do this,” but when I heard our leaders are the branches, and that is how we are connected to our Master, I saw that it is really simple. I want to be connected to the vine through the branch whose cluster I am a part of. We can love those branches. We can’t claim to have fellowship with our Master if we don’t have it with our leaders. Whenever I am not connected to my leaders then I am not connected to our Master either. 

If you are connected to our Master, there is no way you are not going to be connected to your leaders.

Chets Barur – “Cause to, make to” means an apostle has the grace to go a place and start a life and cause it to flourish. If we are connected to the apostles we are going to be connected to one another. That is the nature of community, of the Body of Messiah. There won’t be one grape on any cluster that will not help to make things happen. I am thankful for that. The way that vine is going to flourish is by being connected. There is no excuse for being worthless. 

Our Master Yahshua made things happen. He told His disciples that all authority had been given to Him, and that therefore they were to go and make disciples of all nations (Mt 28:18-20). That is how the life will grow. It is a spiritual lesson, a spiritual concept – if we are ever feeling ourselves dormant, not productive in the Body, then something is wrong. 

Natan – You can’t take it as something that will happen automatically. The reason it is not going to fail is that we are not going to let it fail. We are going to see to it that our Master gets what He wants. We are not going to let our Master’s name be dragged through the mud anymore. 

We are going to be connected to our Master and build on the revelation that we can’t do anything apart from Him. I know I am learning that. When I try to go around my fellowship with my leaders to our Master, then it is phony. When I do have fellowship with the leaders, then our Master is right there, ready to have fellowship with me. We are restored in all of our aspects as human beings. 

Abraham – Those who hate authority resist authority. They are actually under the law, and the condemnation of the law is upon them. Those who love authority are under the Spirit, free from its condemnation. I have been under the law before, thinking I was free of the law, but I was under the judgment of the law. If we are under the law we won’t bear fruit. 

Shemiyah – We are the fruit. It says in Mt 24:14 that the good news of the Kingdom will produce the witness. If we are connected to the head, then we will produce the fruit. That is an honor, that we could be the witness of the Kingdom. If people are connected to our lives, they will see the fruit of the Kingdom. As we are connected to the authority in our lives, then we are the witness of the Kingdom. If there is no witness of the Kingdom then the end of the age can’t come. I am thankful for the honor our Father has for us to be the witness of the Kingdom.

He was a Jehovah Witnesses and now he is Yahweh’s witness. He has been transferred out of the kingdom of darkness and into the Kingdom of Light (Col 1:13). 

Labeshu – Who can understand the Scriptures? Who knows about John 15? Who knows who the Vine is, the branches, the clusters? Why Twelve Tribes? Who can know all these things? But the anointing teaches us all these things (1 Jn 2:27). All these things have been hidden for hundreds and hundreds of years. We are the ones to whom it has been revealed. That is so amazing – it is falling upon us to do these things (1 Cor 10:11). We are going to love to submit to authority. If we are not connected to our leaders, we are going to run in vain. It is not complicated. It is simple. 

Mevaser – Our Father is establishing a witness of the Kingdom. The fruit is communities of disciples who obey our Master’s teachings, who are connected to the apostle’s teachings. Jn 15:8, “By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will prove to be My disciples.”
It is the fruit that points back to the goodness of the tree. Our Father’s name has been maligned because they haven’t born the fruit of being connected to the vine, bearing fruit, serving one another. We can strive to be connected to those who watch over our souls. We are going to bear fruit that will be seen over the whole world. They will see who He is because of us.

Yeled Qatan of Manasseh – How ridiculous to think that we are friends with our Master if we are not friends with the authority right over us. I want to satisfy them. Shoresh was over me in Cambridge. He is one of my favorite shepherds. I loved him, but it was one of the hardest times I had in the Body. Sometimes it can kind of not make sense. You can’t have a relationship with the roots when there is nothing connecting you to them, no vine or branches. What matters more, putting a smile on my leader’s face or pleasing myself? Which is what is going to mean more to our Father? If I am pleasing Mevaser, then I am pleasing our Father. It is my friendship with him that really causes me to serve him.

The Source of the Vine

What Yeled Qatan said is really wonderful, for it brought us back to the Father. He is the vine grower, the Source. The reconciliation is back to the Father through the Son, through the apostles, through the Body. The Father is the Source, the Son is the Vine, the apostles are the branches empowered by the Holy Spirit to bring forth clusters (Jn 15:1-8).

The Ethiopian eunuch received the Holy Spirit through Philip. But when Philip went to Samaria, the Holy Spirit didn’t enter their hearts, even though they all repented and were baptized. Why? Philip was an evangelist, not an apostle. Therefore, when the apostles heard of what was happening in Samaria, they came down and laid hands on them (Acts 8:12-17). For this was not a matter of just one person, but of a community. A whole community could only start with apostles.

What if they had all received the Holy Spirit from Philip and he had gone on his way to chase after the chariot? They would all have gone haywire. People say the Ethiopian went on his merry way. Although he did go on his way rejoicing, we know he didn’t remain alone. How do we know that? What would we do in a comparable situation? We would go to Ethiopia and establish a community, just like we did in Germany with Martin and Dieter. It wasn’t written, but we know what they did, for we are right there, for we understand the Scriptures. 

“I am the Vine and my Father is the Vine grower,” and as Qatan said, He is the soil, the Source. From the Root to the Vine, through the branches, and to the clusters, which are made up of many individuals. We have to understand that with all of our hearts. How can anyone assume he is saved apart from this — being connected to our Master through the apostles? 

Most assuredly, I say to you, he who receives whomever I send receives Me; and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me. (Jn 13:20)
That is reconciliation (Mt 10:41; Rom 10:14-17; Lk 10:16; 2 Cor 11:2). If they receive you, the sprouts, they receive Me. If one of the sprouts goes out, seeking his own glory, then that person does not impart the Holy Spirit to anyone, and no cluster comes forth from the Source. You see all the people coming to know our Master everywhere in the Intertribal News. I know only one thing – they were willing to do our Father’s will and they saw it was not just a man alone speaking to them but God speaking through him (Jn 7:17-18). Ne’eman was willing to do our Father’s will. We told him he couldn’t move in and had to honor his parents and finish high school. He was persistent. He was going to be there regardless of whether we wanted him to be there or not. I would like to see someone try to deprogram him. We can trust people like that.

1 Cor 11 — Should Women Wear Headcoverings at the Gatherings?

One more thing I would like for us to see in 1 Cor 11:15,
But if a woman has long hair, it is a glory to her; for her hair is given to her for a covering. 

We know that not one Christian in the world has received the Holy Spirit. It is impossible, for there is no root source, no vine, and no cluster. People who don’t live in clusters don’t have the Holy Spirit. You can’t live any other way except in a cluster if you have the Holy Spirit. The only thing the Bible is good for, in the world, is to cause people to divide and hate one another. Then they should see that they don’t have the Holy Spirit and don’t know God like they claim to (1 Jn 2:4; Jn 9:41).

The Bible, the gospels, is written to us, not the world. It is not for people of the world to thumb through it trying to figure out how to be saved. We have compassion and mercy on them, though. Look where most of us came from.

1 Cor 11:1 — But what about those among us who don’t go by the traditions? What are you supposed to do? Avoid them (2 Ths 2:15; 3:6). What if we don’t? One person will be doing this and another that. One won’t be wearing her headcovering and another will be. 

If hair is a covering, then should men come to the minchah with their hair shorn? 

For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and glory of God; but woman is the glory of man. (1 Cor 11:7)

“Her hair is given for a covering,” verse 15 says. And it is, but it is not the covering she wears at the minchot any more than a man is supposed to shave his head and be bald-headed when he prays and prophecies. A woman’s hair is her authenticity that she is a woman. It is her glory. If a woman’s hair is her covering and she doesn’t need to have a veil on her head, then the man should shave his head while praying or prophesying, for his hair would be a covering also.

But I want you to know that the head of every man is Messiah, the head of woman is man, and the head of Messiah is God. Every man praying or prophesying, having his head covered, dishonors his head. (1 Cor 11:3-4)

He doesn’t dishonor his Head because he has hair. I hope you can understand that to help Christians. They speak to me all the time about how a woman doesn’t have to wear a headcovering since her hair is her covering. 

For if a woman will not veil herself, then she should cut off her hair; but if it is disgraceful for a woman to have her hair cut off or to be shaved, she should wear a veil. (1 Cor 11:6)

Are Paul’s letters understandable to the natural man? No, look at 2 Pet 3:15-16 — this is meant to be misunderstood. They take that, “We have no such tradition in the church,” in 1 Cor 11:16 to mean that women don’t need to wear headcoverings in the church. That is why we need our Father’s anointing in the church, for according to 1 Jn 2:27 He teaches us all things. 

Encouragement from Matthew 24

One more thing in Mt 24, which is meant to be taken as encouragement, is this: 

Then they will hand you over to be tortured and will put you to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of my name. Then many will fall away, and they will betray one another and hate one another. And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. And because of the increase of lawlessness, the love of many will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. (Mt 24:9-13)

Some translations say, “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation…” in Mt 24:9. But the word tribulation, which we must all endure until the end (verse 13), does not convey what it will be like in the first three and a half years of the tribulation, before we flee to the wilderness for refuge, and to be nourished. The word tribulation here means to crowd (#2346, 2347). It conveys anguish — to squeeze into narrow quarters. It means to break, to crush, to press or compress, pressure. Also, it is grievous affliction and distress as Mt 13:21 and Mt 24:21-22; Jn 16:21; Acts 7:10; 14:22.

The word tribulation in Mt 24:9 is pressure and a burden upon the spirit. It is as a narrow room and confined space, and refers more to being crushed, with anguish and distress — stressed-out living conditions. There is a reason, logically looking at the conditions of the situation we must all go through in order to exist and endure until the end, since they will deliver us up to be tortured in this way of living in such close quarters before we flee.

Some of us will be killed and we will be hated by the whole world. And during this time many (Mt 24:10) shall be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another. Verse 11 — Many false prophets will predict during this time what is contrary to the anointing. And many will believe them and the love of many will wax cold during this time as never before during the 49-year period, when they experienced all of the same circumstances and situations, since Jn 15:18 and Mk 10:30, as 2 Tim 3:11-13. But the pressure of the last three and a half years, being confined to our houses, unable to buy or sell or work for a living, will rid us of those who were insincere all along (Col 1:22,23,24).

“Rise up” in Mt 24:11 means from among you, as in Acts 20:30. In verse 12, not all the disciples’ love will grow cold, but the love of many will. Those who endure to the end in verse 13 means that both the wise and foolish virgins will go into the wilderness, for both will be saved (1 Cor 3:15). Only those who have not received the Holy Spirit will leave. The foolish virgins will go to the wilderness, but when our Master comes, they will not be taken up to be with Him. They are not worthy to walk with Him in white. They didn’t do their part to weave that white wedding garment. The one who is not weaving is not in fellowship. They are those whom the Father is not honoring (Jn 12:26). They may be working, maybe even working their fingers to the bone, but since they are not in fellowship, they are not serving in the Spirit (Eph 4:12-16).

And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come. (Mt 24:14)

The Edah is the witness that will be a testimony before all nations of the worth of our Master Yahshua. Some people in this room, your children, and of course the one hundred and forty-four thousand, will be slain, tortured, and put to death. That is what it will take for some of us to prove what He is worth to us. 

When we begin our minchot, we will never miss one until we flee. We will never desert. There will always be a few who will hold down the fort. Many of us will go places, evangelizing, etc., but we will never leave this place without a testimony. There will be First Day teachings. Maybe twenty or thirty clans around us will come here on First Day. We won’t be having pushes on any First Days once we start having our First Day Festivals. The other half that didn’t attend will hear at their minchot that week what the others heard at the teachings. Then the following week those who didn’t attend the week before will go and they will go home and share what they heard with those who held down the fort. 

The Breaking of Bread

We want to be prepared to meet with our Master and be blessed as we enter into the Holy of Holies. We want to be clean and pure, forgiven of all of our sins, not daring to walk in there with even one of our sins unconfessed. Since we have a great High Priest, we can do that (Heb 4:14-16). Before someone goes on in unconfessed sin, please, go to your brother. We are our brother’s keeper in that sense. We don’t want to make a ritual out of the Breaking of Bread. That is destructive. We are condemned if we do. We have to walk in there with a pure conscience, or be condemned. It is the same consequences as walking with sin on your conscience into the Holy of Holies in the Old Testament. 

That is why they had to put a rope around the foot of the high priest with bells on it, for when it stopped ringing, then they knew he was dead and they had to drag him out of there. They deserted our Father for many years, and He wasn’t there.
� Yoneq, #3126, 3127 – sapling, suckling, young plant.


� Tsamach, #6779, a primitive root; to sprout (literal or figurative); bear, bring forth; to cause to or make to bud forth; to cause to or make to grow again, or grow up; to cause to spring forth, or spring up.


  Tsemach, #6780 (from #6779); a sprout (literal or figurative); branch, bud, that which grew upon; springing up.
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