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The Gospel of the Kingdom – For this Cause

Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” (Mk 1:14-15)
And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people. (Mt 4:23)

It says He went everywhere preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom. There are over 90 references to the Kingdom of God, the Kingdom of heaven, or the Gospel of the Kingdom in the Gospels, but Christian preachers never mention it.
Let’s try to look at it in a right way, so that we can present it to Christians. They very rarely hear anything about the gospel of the Kingdom and what it means. The reason, possibly, is that it wasn’t the time for Dan 2:44. For about 1,900 years there hasn’t been a reign of Messiah on the earth. The foretaste of the Kingdom to come can only come about as a witness.

And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come. (Mt 24:14)

We just want to ask the question, “What is the good news of the Kingdom of God?” What is the gospel of Messiah or Christ? The gospel of Messiah is the message of the Kingdom. It is the message proclaimed by Him when He came. He was saying, “There is a Kingdom coming; prepare for it.” 
This has to be preached as a witness, not just as words going over the air. It has to have something to back it up. The message proclaimed by Him, of which He was the messenger, was the cause for which He came into the world.

Yahshua answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here.” Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a king then?” Jesus answered, “You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.” (Jn 18:36-37)

Our Master Yahshua was born and the Word of God came into the world, both for the same cause — to bear witness to the truth (Mt 24:14). The witness of the truth has not been proclaimed in 1900 years. He was the Messenger from the Father. “I came into the world,” meaning the Word had to go into a body (Heb 10:5); the Word had to be embodied in a human body with vocal cords, able to act and speak. There had to be a foretaste of the kingdom to come. It is just like the Body of Messiah now, which demonstrates what the Kingdom to come will be like. He was the Messenger who came into the world for that cause. He came into the world in the One who was born for the same purpose. Our Master and the Word joined together in the same cause. Their spirits united and became one. 

The gospel of the Kingdom can only be proclaimed when there is a witness of it as a foretaste. When Satan is cast out, strife, envy, jealousy, all these things are cast out — whatever divides Messiah’s Body. That is Mt 24:14. As a nation, our Master said to the Jews, “I will take the Kingdom away from you...” because they didn’t do what? They didn’t produce the fruit of the Kingdom; they weren’t a witness. “And I will give it to a people who are a witness as a foretaste of it.”
The gospel of the Kingdom can only be proclaimed if there is a witness of it (Mt 24:14; 21:43). There has to be a nation that does this. Isa 49:6 is the good news being proclaimed as a witness to the whole world. That cannot be in the millennium. It has to be done in this age. Paul applied Isa 49:6 to this age in Acts 13:47. The gospel is not just in words, but in a witness, or as a witness, to set the evidence before all. Words alone do not constitute evidence. It is the witness that brings this age to an end (Mt 24:14). 

“Jesus is coming, yes, he’s coming,” the preachers all say. But, “What they haven’t heard they will see” (Isa 52:15). Or could the gospel be broadcast all over the world, as television evangelists do? The gospel of Messiah is not being preached today over the airwaves or even from the pulpit, because there is no witness to back up the words. The end of the age can not be brought about without that witness. Therefore, what the preachers are preaching is not the good news of the kingdom of God, for there is no witness. It has to have a witness.

This witness, of course, is a people who believe and therefore have all things in common. They love one another so much that they live together, and have all things in common (Acts 2:44). From the airwaves and pulpits they preach about Jesus, but Jesus preached about what? The kingdom of God. They are not doing that. He wanted us to preach the Kingdom. 

So, the world must know about this Messiah (Christ) and about why He was born. The world doesn’t know why He was born. He was born for this cause. What cause? To be a King. Over what? A kingdom. The world has to know about the Messiah – why He was born. The world has to know about Him and His good news. 

The Word came into the world in the Son born to Mary — a human body. The body prepared for Him (Heb 10:5) was formed in her womb after “the Holy Spirit came upon her and the power of the Most High overshadowed her” (Lk 1:35). That is how the Son of God came about — begotten of the Father in order to bear witness of the truth (Jn 18:36-37) — the gospel truth of the coming Kingdom. We know it is coming — the reign of Messiah over the whole earth (Rev 5:9-10; Dan 7:27, RSV, NRSV, ESV, NJB). That is the gospel. 

In these days, in the days of the ten Kings, we know that what we are saying is going to come about. Seemingly it is coming about now as the Roman Empire is effectively being revived in Europe. 

There first has to be a foretaste of the Kingdom now. We can start preaching the Kingdom and the reign of our Master coming to this earth, but not without having the witness. Rev 5:9-10 speaks about what is going on today. Yesterday, we baptized two Mexican people:

And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll, and to open its seals; for You were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, and have made us kings and priests to our God; and we shall reign on the earth.” (Rev 5:9-10)

That is the coming Kingdom, the amazing thing going on in our midst. It will be a greater and greater witness as more people come in. Dan 7:27 speaks about that Kingdom. It speaks about His reign in two or three places in Daniel. It is in the days of those ten kings (Dan 7:24; Rev 17:12). 
And the kingdom and the dominion and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High; their kingdom shall be an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey them. (Dan 7:27, ESV)
Of course, them is not separated from our Master. It is the corporate man, Messiah with His Bride. 

The gospel that is heard today is only a pseudo-gospel. A pseudo-faith comes to them, for they do receive a faith, don’t they? It is a faith that enables them to go down the aisle, say a prayer, go home, and say they are a Christian. They live for themselves with no formation of the Kingdom such as happened in the First Church. So, which gospel is heard today, which only engenders a false faith? 

The people come and listen, but they do not hear the gospel of the coming reign of Messiah. If it is not the gospel of the kingdom, it is not the gospel Christ preached, for He preached the gospel of the Kingdom. Right before that Kingdom is set up, 2 Ths 1:8-10 happens. It is what happens to those who don’t acknowledge God (Rom 1:18-21) and those who don’t obey the Gospel (1 Pet 4:17). So, do you understand? That is what is going to happen. 

The foretaste of it is the witness of the truth about it. He knew there was no witness of it among the Jews, so He took it away from them and gave it to the nation that would produce the fruit of the Kingdom in advance of its coming (Mt 21:43). 

Lk 17:21 is another thing Christians will talk to you about, using the translation, “the kingdom is within you,” but what did our Master mean? Was He telling the Pharisees that the Kingdom was within them? But the Kingdom was there, manifested in their midst in our Master and His disciples. So, the Kingdom will be in the midst of the world as a foretaste. It will be a universal occupation in the next age by the sons of God. 

The people of the nations will continually be saved during the next age. We are just a foretaste of what that age will be like. We are the first fruits, and then the harvest will come in. There will be billions of sons of God that go into the Holy City at the end of the Seventh Day. 

Rev 20:3 happens when Heb 10:13 is accomplished (when we put all our Master’s enemies under our feet) and then Acts 3:21 comes about when He will restore Israel in the next age. 

In Lk 17:21 the King was in the midst of them. He was the foretaste of the coming Kingdom. He is the King of the future Kingdom that is being raised up now as a foretaste, the witness of the Kingdom (Dan 7:27). Dan 2:44 is a foretaste, but it goes over into the next age, in verse 35: 

Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold, all together were broken in pieces, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, so that not a trace of them could be found. But the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth. (Dan 2:35)

It is like the parables of the Kingdom that go over into the next age. 

Mk 1:1 begins Messiah’s message of truth, which will be a witness of the truth to convict the world of His coming reign. 

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. (Mk 1:1)

What is His Message?

Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” (Mk 1:14-15)

That describes what the Gospel is. The gospel of our Master is not just about Him, but it includes all that He proclaimed, and we have to proclaim the same message. And this doesn’t exclude anything. Certainly we don’t just talk about the Kingdom to come, but everything that leads up to it, the many other words that demonstrate it as a foretaste. Messiah’s message of the truth will convict the world of sin. 

Mark 1:14-15 — His gospel is the Gospel of the Kingdom. One must believe in His gospel in order to be saved out of this present evil age (Col 1:13). It is a big transfer from the kingdom of this world to the Kingdom of Messiah. Dan 2:44; Rev 17:12; Acts 1:6-7; and Rev 1:7 – The Gospel of the Kingdom can only be preached during these days of the restoration of all things (Dan 2:44 and Mk 9:11-12). It couldn’t have been preached a hundred years ago. We see it coming. When we start seeing Dan 7:24, how much more zeal will we have? But we have to have zeal now.

As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings shall arise, and another shall arise after them; he shall be different from the former ones, and shall put down three kings. (Dan 7:24, RSV)

What are the ten kings going to do when they attain power? They are going to burn Christianity (Rev 17:16).

Dan 2:44 goes along with Mk 9:11-12. Messiah was always talking about the Kingdom. He taught about it, told parables about it – the Kingdom of God. 

And heal the sick there, and say to them, “The kingdom of God has come near to you.” (Lk 10:9)
Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and authority over all demons, and to cure diseases. He sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. (Lk 9:1-2)

Acts 1:3 is speaking of the gospel of the Kingdom, as Paul also preached in Acts 19:8; 28:23,31,24. Gal 1:9 is about the false gospel. If you don’t give everything you have, you have not heard the true gospel (Mt 26:13). The many other words in Acts 2:40 was about the witness of the truth (Acts 2:42,44). 

1 Jn 1:3 — I guarantee that just as it would have been back in those days, if you are in fellowship with the apostles, then it is going to happen. If we are not in fellowship with our Master we are not going to be in fellowship with the apostles. And it is all going to go down the drain. 

You can’t hear the gospel unless it is demonstrated as a witness. We want to give those people a chance who haven’t even heard the gospel.

Sho’er — The witness is a demonstration that we have overcome those enemies that have kept men under the dominion of the evil one. I was thinking of Rom 16:20, “And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly.” 
Rom 16:20 really makes the connection with Heb 10:13 and shows that it is talking about us putting our spiritual enemies under our Master’s feet, all that divides us.
The ten kings will destroy Christianity. 

David Zerubbabel — Rev 17:16 — They will make her desolate and naked, exposing her before the whole world. All her empty promises will go up in smoke.

That’s right.
We’re going to talk about the Jesus who preached the gospel of the kingdom. There is no transfer out of the kingdom of darkness into the Kingdom of the Son unless the gospel of the Kingdom is proclaimed as a witness. Got it? The gospel of the Kingdom has to be proclaimed as a witness (Col 1:13; Jn 17:23).
Yeled Qatan – One interesting thing about this is the last verse in Acts, “preaching the Kingdom of God with complete confidence” (Acts 28:31). That was Paul’s gospel and gives a clue to what he meant by another gospel. 
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