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Four Steps to Messiah

In Palestine, sowing came before plowing. Paths made by the villagers, and thorny areas, had the seed plowed into them. The rocky places, only covered by a thin layer of soil, became visible only after plowing. Mk 4:23 — “He who has ears, let him hear,” for salvation comes by hearing. 

Salvation comes by hearing, which means:
1) Grace comes first, then
2) Faith comes, leading to
3) True belief, which impels 

4) Obedience to the Master’s commandments. 

But other seed fell on good ground and yielded a crop that sprang up, increased and produced: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred. (Mk 4:8)

When all four steps are taken, Mk 4:8 says, just as Jn 15:8, you will bear much fruit. In Jn 15:8 it says if you bear much fruit you prove to be His disciple. Much is thirty, sixty, or a hundred-fold. Anything less than much and you don’t know whether they are disciples or not (Mt 7:18-20). Verse 9 says it: “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”
Mk 4:13-20 – Faith comes by hearing. Those who have ears, or a will, can hear. That is, they still have a will and it is still in control of their soul. This means it is not the intellect that is in control of their soul, but their will. That is why it says anyone who is willing, or who possesses a will that is still in control of their mind, can hear and understand the mysteries of the Kingdom, of our Master’s love and death for them, and His redemption. All of this is hidden from those who do not want to hear or listen, and so they cannot be saved. Some can’t hear since the message threatens their own sovereignty or self-life. They go away as the rich young ruler when he was told what to do in order to have what he asked for (Mk 10:17-21). 

Mk 10:17 — What the rich young ruler sought to know is what the Master went on to explain – the answer to the question, “What can I do to have eternal life?” in verse 21. He elaborated the meaning of this answer to His disciples in verses 28-30. You can see at the Day of Pentecost that that is what they did in Acts 2:42-47 and Acts 4:32-37. 

Yowceph Rodriguez – On the day of Pentecost, they were asking the same thing as the rich young ruler, “What can I do to have eternal life?” Acts 2:37 goes together with Mk 10:17. At Pentecost they gladly received the same word that caused the rich young ruler to go away sad. They went on to the fourth step, which he couldn’t attain to, of obedience to what they heard – because they believed.

That is so good. Acts 2:41 – The ones who “gladly received his word were baptized.” They were not sad (Mk 10:22), but glad (Acts 2:41), having asked the same question as the rich young ruler (Mk 10:17 and Acts 2:37).
Mevaser – It is like the man who saw the pearl of great value and for joy sold all that he had.

Put that down. I have always been after Christians for some reason. I was a Christian. “He has made me glad; I’m no longer sad, for He has made me glad…”

As the Master went on to explain it took Mk 10:21 and 28-30 to inherit eternal life, which is the result of obedience to the gospel. That is the good news. But who is the one who interprets what they hear as good news? “Be careful how you hear” (Mk 4:24). 

Certainly the rich young ruler didn’t interpret what he heard as good news, since when he asked, “What good thing must I do in order to have eternal life?” (Mt 19:16) he did not obey the answer he was given. The “good thing” that he should have done is to give up his rotten, stinking life. 

Three Eternal Destinies of Man 

His own righteousness was as filthy rags in God’s sight in terms of gaining eternal life in the Holy City. His righteousness may have gained him life in the nations (before he rejected the good news), but it was as filthy rags as far as gaining salvation to the Holy City was concerned. No matter how good a person was, his own goodness must be counted as dung, and all that he has (as Paul said about his own life in Phil 3), in terms of gaining eternal life in the Holy City. This will help people understand that we are not talking about a man gaining eternal life in the Holy City by his own righteousness. A lot of people never understand the Three Eternal Destinies of Man articles. 

Lk 9:59-60 — Our Master’s Shocking Words

The rich young ruler was given grace to be in our Master’s presence, but that grace resulted in condemnation rather than salvation, for he was not willing. The Master spoke to him, which is the way faith comes to a person – by hearing – in order for him to believe (Rom 10:17; Jn 13:20; Lk 10:16; Mt 10:41). Believing enables a person to obey the Son and to become a disciple of His. Lk 14:26-33 and Mt 10:37 and Lk 9:57-62 — These give us understanding. 

He said to another, “Follow Me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” Yahshua said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and preach the kingdom of God.” (Lk 9:59-60)
The father whom the man was talking about may have been alive at the time. It wasn’t necessarily a physical burial he was talking about. The words indicate that the potential disciple wanted to continue to care for his father until he was dead. And if the father wasn’t dead, our Master’s words were all the more shocking, since the good deed this man wanted to do, care for his father until death and arrange his burial, was the very fulfillment of the natural law. This was the natural tendency in good people – for of course you want to take care of your father – showing the filial piety demanded by the father and son relationship. 

So, the Master of all, the Word of God in personal appearance,
 proclaimed that the demands of the Kingdom override all earthy loyalties. And Mt 10:37 explains that:

He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.
The man who believed was to let his brothers and sisters take care of their father. The ones who will not inherit the Kingdom of God in order to have eternal life will call Yahshua a cult leader for saying this. But let those who aren’t believers care for unbelievers, and to those who would believe, “You come and follow Me,” our Master said. 

And all who follow and obey Him will be called a cult, a sect, as the First Church was, which was “the Way” (Acts 24:5,14; 28:22). Mt 12:31-32 comes into play with those who come so close to speaking against the Spirit who spoke these words of life. In Acts 13:45 those who reviled Paul could have blasphemed the Holy Spirit, if the Spirit was speaking through Paul. 

No family member in the world can give eternal life to the one who does not obey the Son. So, to be a disciple one must hate his own life in the world, as also his own family – if it’s his life or a family member that holds him back. Mt 10:37 gives us the greater light of understanding what He means by the word “hate.” It is not an animosity or malice in the heart, but loving them less. We are not to hate our new life in Messiah, but we are to hate, or reject anyone, even oneself – our flesh – if it would cause us not to obey the Son of God.

The Four Steps

#1 Grace, and after comes 

#2 Faith, and then
#3 Belief, which impels
#4 Obedience to the Gospel, which prescribes what everyone must forsake in order to drink the water of life (Jn 4:23; 7:37-39), which is the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:32). 

If not, then Rev 21:6-8 says you will be a coward for eternity, and disbelieving for all eternity. It is something that is meant by the word still in Rev 22:11, meaning here an unending torment. It is really descriptive there in Rev 14:10-11 and Rev 20:10,15 and Mt 25:41. Rev 14:10-11 describes the lake of fire, and I don’t think it mere symbolism:

He himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name.”
Because they didn’t drink the water of life they will drink the wine of his wrath. It only says that because the one hundred forty-four thousand go out saying, “Don’t take the Mark of the Beast.” Our Father lets everyone hear it. They are warned. 

So, then, whom shall we obey? In Rev 22:17 we hear the call: “The Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come, drink the water of life freely.’” You are free to make your own choice (Mk 8:34-38). 

� Or, you could say, “The Word of God incarnate, or the man Yahshua, proclaimed that the demands of Kingdom override all earthly loyalties.”





2003.09.22-T01.DOC
030929.1125
2003.09.22-T01.DOC
030929.1125

