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“That it May Go Well with You”

Baruch — I was reading Lk 1:68-75 about Abraham and the land-grant promised to him. We’re the ones who have to do this. We have been saved from our enemies not just to have a good happy life, but so we can perform the mercies of our Father. That’s why we have been redeemed, so the self-cursing oath that our Father made could be fulfilled. I am thankful to be saved and even more thankful for the purpose we have been saved for.

Obadiah — In the prophecy of Zechariah in Lk 1:67-79, “being delivered from our enemies” speaks actually of the twelve tribes of the natural seed in the next age. That’s where the term enemy-free land comes from, as Yoneq told us.
 But of course the principle applies to us, as we are a foretaste of the kingdom age. “Being delivered from our enemies so that we might serve Him without fear in holiness and righteousness all the days of our life” has to be fulfilled in us now, in the spiritual seed of Abraham (verses 71,74,75). That fear is the fear of death, the fear that controls every human being and makes him a slave of the enemy. Our Master went through death to set us free from that fear (Heb 2:14-16).
Pr 12:25 — “Anxiety in the heart of a man weighs it down but a good word makes it glad” (NASV). Ps 139:23-24 — Why was David so concerned about his anxious thoughts? Why did he want our Father to know them? He knew if there was anxiety that there was a great tendency to take his life into his own hand, and that would be the wicked way or the hurtful way and not the everlasting way. 
Fear and anxiety is the very expression of self-life. Pr 10:24 — “The fear of the wicked will come upon him.” What is the fear of the wicked that will come upon him? Our Master said that whoever saves his life will lose it but whoever loses it for His sake will find it. The fear of the wicked is to lose his life, and that’s what will come upon him. He might save himself from having to do the dishes or some other discomfort, but in the end he will lose his life.

I have been thinking a lot about what we heard about the veritable witness in Mt 6:31-33. In verse 25 our Master said, “Don’t be anxious about your life.” This distinguishes the righteous from the holy. The righteous are still under the fear of death, having to provide for their own needs. The holy aren’t under that fear anymore. They have been set free from it and they are being set free from it as they abide in His word. As they serve Him, free from this fear, in holiness and righteousness, they take care of each other’s needs.

A few weeks ago I was typing up this thing that Yoneq taught when he was last in Levi. It was headlined, “The Sons of God aren’t Cowards.”
 They drink from the water of life and keep drinking from it. So I know that if I’m under that fear (of death) there is an enemy in my life and I can’t serve Him in righteousness and holiness. To serve Him in righteousness and holiness is the seed of Abraham. If I can’t serve Him in righteousness and holiness, I am not surrendered to Him and I can’t command my household in the way of YHWH.

There is this teaching called Servanthood, Community, and Celebration.
 It’s one of those teachings that is like reading 25 teachings in one, because it is so full. It starts out with contrasting the rich young ruler who went sadly away with the person who, overwhelmed with joy, sold everything and bought that field. These two different responses to hearing the gospel made me think about what we heard about possessors and stewards. Then it explains the difference between a servant and a helper. 
The helper gives from his surplus. He comes from a superior position. He is in charge of his life and of his possessions. He is the owner of it and not the steward. He is not surrendered to the greater King. 
The servant is someone who has no higher claim on his life than his brothers or sisters have. That’s a high standard, but that’s exactly what a servant is. To have no higher claim on your own life than your brothers and sisters have is the definition of servanthood. If I’m under the fear of death and holding on to my life I’m disqualified from being a servant. 
It also makes it clear that it takes a community. How can anybody be a servant according to this definition outside of living with his brothers and sisters? There is just no reality to it. It’s impossible to serve the living God outside of His community. 

Love and good deeds can’t be decreed. They have to be stimulated. I’m thankful for everything that I have been hearing lately. It’s really affecting me. Before Yoneq came here we were reading in Ps 29 where it talks all about what the voice of the Sovereign does, and then in the end it says that everyone who hears His voice in the temple says, “Glory!” That’s what I want to say after hearing our Father’s word, after hearing what we have been hearing lately. 
The good word that the anxious person in Pr 12:25 needs to hear is the word of God, the word of faith (Heb 6:5). This is the most wonderful thing that ever happened in my life, that I could hear the good word of God. When I hear it, it stimulates that response in me that I want to freely give my life. That’s the most wonderful thing that ever happened to me. I have been a coward and I have often given into this fear of death, and not paid the high cost of loving, but rather taken my life into my own hand. I believe though that there is something in my heart that responds to hearing His word. I know this is what I want to do, to be His servant, to serve Him without fear in righteousness and holiness. 
I am thankful that we can hear the good word of God.

ha-Emeq — He promised an enemy-free land, to be able to serve in kindness, virtue, holiness.
 To do this the land has to be really enemy-free (Heb 10:13). There are so many things to hold us back. It’s like you get your hands into a wasp nest. You spray into it and they all come out. This horrible feeling comes to you. You are surrounded by the enemies. They are deadly. They destroy us. 
There are the enemies that our parents had and that they passed on to us, then there are the ones that just hang around to jump on us, then there are our tribal enemies that always divided Israel. 
If you read in the Law you see the curses. “If you don’t do such and such you’ll be cut off; you become a byword among the nations.” It is self-cursing. It goes down to the tiniest details of our life, like putting a railing on your house so you won’t be guilty of someone’s blood if he falls down. Or what you put into your mouth. “This is not food!” What do you do with your wife in your bedroom? “Not worthy!” What you do with your life? Israel was disqualified. Reuben is this way, Benjamin is that way, Judah, Shimon… They have vast enemies, but it’s supposed to be an enemy-free land. 
Reuben was destroyed by instability. No weight can be put on them. You can’t be around a Levite. They devour you by vindictiveness. The Yehudites have their laid-back-ness. Then there’s the victim spirit of Benyamin, the family grudges. There is always something wrong with the other tribes. The enemy-free land is really important. 
We’ve got personal enemies in our bedroom, when we are out milking the cow, when we do oral reports. Our Father takes us down to the details in our life. Azariah can’t stand imperfection on the walls that he is mudding in the new house. He’s got the eyes of our Father. 
Our Father gave us grace to save us. He sent Yahshua to save the twelve tribes. We are going to be overcomers by the power of Yahshua. He is saving the Levites from their vindictiveness. He saved us like the angel said. Because we’ve been forgiven much, we love much. 
Enemy sounds mystical, but once it comes down to your life it gets real. When Yoneq spoke about being perfect I didn’t know what he would be saying. It comes right down to driving down the dirt road. Who has not washed the dishes like our Master? Or the other things we do. There are no stones to throw. I want to be like our Father. I am thankful for our Master to set us free from our enemies.

Almah — I heard it mentioned about being a coward. Being here is so amazing. I think the people in this community are so different, how they just express their condition. They are like these valiant warriors of old. Like Yonah. He just expressed how the enemy came to him, how he had a bad thought. When he did that, this big searchlight shone right down his heart. The enemies had to all run away.

There were all these responses this morning. Our Father was free to speak. It was the enemy-free land. Sometimes I’m just groping. The enemy seems to be all around. If I just hold on and cry out to our Master, the enemy will be exposed. I want to be delivered from my enemies and love our Master. These enemies keep me from being like Him, from loving. I am thankful our Master went into death for us. He has the keys. I love Him. I am thankful He is so merciful with us. 
Yochanan — The hardest thing to do is giving thanks in suffering. But that’s the point when you really believe and are overcoming the enemy. That’s when he loses his hold on us. That’s when we are not identifying with the old man, the evil spirits. When I got the revelation to give thanks during these times and embrace the agony, I knew that spirit would be cut off from me. Those evil spirits will be judged for eternity. There is going to be a judgment. They won’t be lightly thrown into the lake of fire. We’ll stand up and make it clear how evil they were, a lie in our soul, screaming through our soul.

Our Father wants it to go well with us. I know that with some people it doesn’t go well. There are many children it didn’t go well with. There are many hundreds of people it didn’t go well with these last 30 years. 
Eph 6:2 carries it over into the New Covenant. This is every child’s great and awesome responsibility. You are held accountable for how you obey or disobey your parents. To obey your parents this is the right thing to do. Whoever knows the right thing to do and doesn’t do it, to him it is sin, and that person is going to death. 
Verse 3 — It will go well with them and they are not going to be ousted from the community. Our Father knows every child’s heart, whether they listen or not.

It speaks of leaders in Ex 22:28 — “Don’t speak evil toward God,” one translation says, but it’s really judges. As we used to say, “If you have a problem with authority, you have a problem with God.” Anyone has a problem? A slave honors his master regardless of whether he’s honorable or not.

Ex 21:17 — Whoever is disrespectful towards his mother, if it continues to come out, is to be put to death. Of course being disrespectful is not just one act, but it is continuously being like this. They were taken to the elders and stoned in old Israel. That’s where they got the saying from, that it’s better for one to die than the whole nation. 
Disrespect means that he slights them, doesn’t hold them in high esteem. It won’t go well with anybody who says bad things about our Father, a leader, or his parents. 
Curse is a bitterness — you make your parents bitter.

Eph 6:2-3 — Children it’s your responsibility. Show respect for your leaders and teachers. Show respect to your parents. To not listen to a teacher is disrespect. Your teacher shows you what life is. You don’t want to go to death. It’s agony and you can’t get out of it. It can’t even be described, except maybe by what the rich man experienced in death. The second death, of course, is a fire.

To obey his parents is a child’s responsibility. Eph 6:1-3 — It’s written to children so you won’t have to be sent away from the community and live in the world like so many. What does “well” mean? If you are in good health that’s being well. But it’s speaking of spiritual health. Our Father will protect you if you respect your parents, your leaders. Our children are learning to be respectful, so it would go well with them — well-being, spiritual health.

Rev 22:2 — The nations eat the leaves of the tree of life. This is for their well-being. We eat the very essence of the fruit. It goes well with the nations because they are absolutely respectful to the holy ones. If they aren’t respectful in the next age they’ll die. In the eternal age they’ll be totally respectful toward the kings, the rulers (Rev 22:5).
Our Father Himself protects children. He is a shield to them. Some you see  make progress. Others are not progressing. They are disrespectful. Many children have been ousted. They were not worthy. They have to die for their own sin (Eze 18:20). No matter how bad the parents are, children are accountable. You can name every person who is no longer in the community and you’ll see a pattern of disrespect. They weren’t guarding their tongue. Pr 6:19 — The person itself is an abomination. It’s a deliberate thing to sow discord. It destroys the Body. It destroys what our Father is diligently doing to bring about the end of the age. They pass it on and others listen. It may not seem that bad what they say, it’s just an accusation. We’re in direct communication with Satan if we’re an accuser of the brethren.

You can hold on to your grudges, to things that happened, but it won’t go well with you. Blame God, blame the leaders, if you want to die. Blame yourself if you want to live. We have to go from the victim spirit to the victory spirit. The victim spirit is an evil thing spreading all over the world, spreading into the community. It’s an evil thing, like a virus.

Kol lev — Spreading discord is such an evil thing. You just have to talk to someone. Once you sowed that seed it is so small that you can’t find it if you dig up the ground. You can’t take away from what you said. It’s out there in the open. What defiles the man comes out of the mouth. I want to be wiser in what I say. It destroys the Body. People can be out in the world and say all kind of things, but it’s an even more evil thing in the Body. 
What’s the difference between the wise and the foolish virgins? The wise virgins are listening and taking in the oil right now; the minds of the foolish are somewhere else; they don’t take in the oil.

Baruch — It’s not that the foolish don’t want the oil. They just think they can get it later. They don’t know their days are numbered. The wise look for the oil everywhere. We have to know wisdom. We have to know how our Father thinks. Don’t even waste one moment. 
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