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The Gospel of the Kingdom – Witness of the Truth
The foretaste of the Kingdom to come is the witness of this Gospel of the Kingdom (Mt 24:14; Acts 1:3; 28:23). 

Then Paul dwelt two whole years in his own rented house, and received all who came to him, preaching the kingdom of God and teaching the things which concern the Sovereign Yahshua ha-Mashiyach with all confidence, no one forbidding him. (Acts 28:23)
Paul’s subject in Acts 28:30-31 was the kingdom of God and the things which concern Yahshua ha-Mashiyach. He spoke with all confidence since he was sent from an expression of the witness of the Kingdom (1 Jn 4:2-3). He was proclaiming the message about Messiah Yahshua and the glorious kingdom to come. 

Acts 28:23 – Testified is #1263, meaning witnessed. Witness in Mt 24:14 is #3142 (a noun) and in Jn 18:37 it is #3140 (a verb). In Mt 24:14, #3142 means the evidence given, for which one is called to bear witness – certifying that which confirms or makes the words you speak valid. Without a witness, words are invalid to denote proof of what you are saying. How is the resurrection of Messiah proven without a witness? It is not sufficient that it is documented in the New Testament scriptures. It can only be proven by a valid witness, which validates the words one hears or reads (Jn 13:34-35; 17:21-23).
The words must be coincident with reality. Coincident – to coincide – the words and the witness must correspond or agree exactly. That is, they must be in agreement with one another. Without a witness of the Body of Messiah as 1 Cor 12:12, which is one without divisions or denominational disunity, the message is invalid. Denominationalism is a witness against Jn 17:21-23 and Jn 13:34-35. 

Any separation negates unity. All who know Messiah are one. If they claim to know Him and are not in unity, it means they are not obeying His commandments. All who say they love Him obey His commandments (1 Jn 2:3-6; Jn 14:15,21-24). 1 Cor 1:10 is the only way the church can be in any township. If there is division, then verse 13 explains who their Jesus is. 

Acts 28:27 — The Recipe for Salvation

2 Cor 11:4 – The gospel they heard came from a servant of Satan and the unity of the servants of Satan can’t bring about the unity of love, for God is love and God is one. All who have His love are one and have the witness of the Kingdom to come. Only if and when grace comes through a sent one – a person of the highest character and quality, seeking only the glory of Messiah, the One who sent him, and who reveals the true Messiah to them and His Kingdom – can the healing of Acts 28:27 happen: 

For the hearts of this people have grown dull. Their ears are hard of hearing, and their eyes they have closed, lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, lest they should understand with their hearts and turn, so that I should heal them. (Acts 28:27)

Then and only then can they see with their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart (Isa 52:15). Acts 28:27 is the recipe for salvation. 

Acts 28:27 – Healing takes place over a period of a lifetime in Messiah. #2390 is heal, meaning to make whole (Eph 4:15) in every aspect (2 Cor 3:18; 1 Jn 3:1-3). Anything that can come into the Body to divide members of Messiah from one another must be healed. Acts 2:42,44 is the beginning of the healing process.

Faith comes by grace. First comes seeing, and then, after hearing, faith comes. After faith comes belief, and then a lifetime of obedience to the message of life and the commandments. 

And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into [his] lodging; to whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Yahshua, both out of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till evening. (Acts 28:23)

Grace comes through the persuader (Rom 10:14-17; Jn 13:20; Lk 10:16; Mt 10:40-41), and when one is fully persuaded there is faith — when one believes in Yahshua and His Kingdom by believing the things which are spoken (Acts 28:24; Jn 3:18,36).

And some were persuaded by the things which were spoken, and some disbelieved. (Acts 28:24)

Acts 28:27 — To Understand

Understand in Acts 28:27 is #4920. It means to put together (Jn 7:17-18), to comprehend, to hear the comprehensive gospel about Yahshua. This includes hearing about His purpose or Kingdom. To understand means the Gospel of the Kingdom is made comprehensible by one such as Acts 1:8 speaks of:
But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.
For people to understand the gospel requires:
· Gathering together the many other words of Acts 2:36-41 and Acts 16:31-34, covering every side in composition. 

· Bringing together the Savior and why He saves us, what salvation is for. 

· Bringing the word into the sphere of comprehension, of both mental and spiritual perception. 

· Causing to hear, give attention to, recognize; to put it together and make sense out of it, as in combining Acts 5:32; Jn 8:31,51; and Jn 15:8.

· Collecting together the features of the gospel into a whole – as collecting the pieces of a puzzle and putting them together – in order to grasp the meaning of the good news of the Kingdom. 

· Bringing to comprehension so that they accept it as settled, as they did in Acts 2:40. What they accept as settled must go with the understanding that they will pay the cost (Mk 8:37).

Mk 8:38 – It seems that the one who is ashamed of his Savior, who has given him eternal life and who will (or could) qualify him for the Kingdom, did not understand the whole gospel. 

1 Jn 5:5 and Rev 21:7 – He who Overcomes the World

Mk 8:34-38 – What is the cost of drinking the water of life without cost? 

Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Yahshua is the Son of God? (1 Jn 5:5)

He overcomes the world, which is Satan’s sphere of dominance (Eph 2:1-2). Rev 21:7 is to overcome the world and the things in it (Mk 10:28-30). This is eternal life – to drink of the water of life – lest one be at the head of the list in Rev 21:8. Such an overcomer in Rev 21:7 inherits all things (that is, the universe). One who is begotten of God receives the uncreated life of God (Jn 1:12-13). And this life which the believer has received by his overcoming all obstacles now gives him the power to overcome all other things of the world (1 Jn 2:15) in order to be worthy of Messiah. 

The overcomer in Rev 21:7 will be a member of the habitation (Temple) of God in Rev 21:3. This habitation is called the New Jerusalem will have the fullness of the Godhead in bodily form and will be “God” to the men of the nations. It will be just as when Messiah was among men (Jn 14:9). So is God’s tabernacle among men (Mt 1:23; Jn 1:14). 

And in the Eighth Day that dwelling will be completed in a new and living way, fulfilling the very purpose of God in sending His Son (Jn 3:16), which will be the whole Body of God – the corporate Body of Messiah in His brothers. Heb 2:10-13 – These are the sons of God (Rev 21:7). They are separate from the ones called His people in Rev 21:3. His sons are the firstborn and we are those who are sanctified (Heb 2:11), making up the many sons of God:

For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one, for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren. (Heb 2:11)

Both the firstborn Son and the many sons of God make up the corporate Body of God, which is called the New Jerusalem. There God dwells eternally in His Sons. He dwells in us but with the men and women of the nations (Rev 21:24; 22:2). Heb 12:23 is the corporate man:

To the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect.

We are not in the universe yet, but we are enrolled there. The many brothers of Messiah are the Edah, the Twelve Tribes of Israel in Rev 21:9,12. They are the wife of the Lamb. We are the Firstborn’s many brothers who will be sent out in the next ages. We are now the many brothers of the firstborn Son of God. 

Heb 12:23 is the completed whole, the Twelve Tribes. Corporate means belonging to an incorporated body, combined into one body, but corporeal means physical material that is able to be seen and understood (Isa 52:15; Jn 13:35; 17:23). 
The full comprehensive gospel is capable of being comprehended. It can be grasped. The nature, signification, and meaning of it can be understood. 

The Witness of the Truth

The witness of the truth, or to bear witness of the truth (Jn 18:37), is necessary so that men may understand all of the full scope of the gospel, including all the commandments (Mt 28:18-20). This is so that all with the capacity to understand fully the full message of this life (Acts 5:20) can understand it by hearing all the words of this new life – all the words of the whole message about this life. This will happen when the words of Messiah about the kingdom of God are given, along with the witness of it – which is bearing the fruit of it (Mt 21:43; 24:14). This makes the gospel comprehensible as people see the effect and endurance of the actual resurrection of the Messiah (Jn 14:18).

Joint ownership is the witness of the truth (Jn 18:37), which He came into the world to do. This takes a community, which is a Body of disciples of Messiah living in the same township together (Acts 2:44). They live in love (Jn 13:34-35; 17:22). This is the foretaste of the Kingdom. Who in the world can do it except those who love Him (Jn 13:34) and love one another? (Jn 15:8, 14:15,21).
They see the witness of Jn 13:35 and 17:23, but when they hear the words of this life they can comprehend, grasp, the comprehensive gospel of the Kingdom. It is the Kingdom of His dear Son, the Son of His love (Col 1:13). Col 1:12 is our allotted portion of Him as a member of His Body. 

In order for the end of this present age to come, the gospel of the Kingdom must be preached as a testimony or witness. It must bear witness to the truth. He didn’t come into the world for nothing, nor was He born for nothing. He came into this world to bear witness of the truth — not just words, but a testimony, which is all (or what) you see, hear, and understand. Or, what you have not heard you will see (Isa 52:15). 

Everyone who is of the truth will hear His voice (Jn 18:32; 10:27). Witness in Mt 24:14 is the confirmation of the truth that makes the gospel understood. 

In Conclusion

The one thing that will bring to fruition the witness of the Gospel of the Kingdom is 1 Pet 4:10-11,
As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

This is the fulfillment of the parable of the talents in Mt 25:14-30, for each one there is an allotted portion of whatever Rom 12:3 means, and everyone must use all he has been given on the Body. His measure of faith, which is the “talent” in Mt 25:15, given according to each man’s ability, must be poured out exclusively on the Body of Messiah. We must be good stewards (Rom 12:3-8; 1 Pet 4:10) lest we be as Mt 25:29-30. 
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