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About our Social Meetings

We gathered for a large social meeting in Vista with our community and Valley Center, with Benyamin and Tamar, Chets Barur and Hayeh, Hilkiyah and Havah, Gamaliel and Miriam, Keli and Huldah, Labeshu and Otah, Mevaser and Poriah, Othniel and Achsah, Yoceph and Abigail, Yoneq and ha-êmeq attending. 

The Sweet Nature of Lemon Parties

The main thing we wanted to have is one of those parties named after the most bitter of the citrus fruits. The reason a lemon is bitter is because it is so sweet. In the long run, a lemon party is sweet. We have had some famous lemon parties before. It is a time to be honest about the way we feel about one another. We have to be very, very honest and help those who are in the greatest need. We have to ask our Father to be with us to help us. 

First of all, I wanted to say this: Social creatures that we are, we know that there is a place where it says that we must put on Messiah (Rom 13:14). We are to have the same social features as He did. He is the Man we are to emulate and to grow up into every aspect. We have to put Him on in order to be the social creature that He is, and was. We have to have the same social features. 

Our personality rating, from one to ten, is something we often talk about with one another at our social meetings, in regards to our husbands, our wives, and in how we treat our brothers and sisters. Social = living in Community. The only way to develop our social aspects is by living in community, where we butt heads every day. Our rating must somehow grow up into the Head. We have to increase. He is our head and we have to have the same mind, attitude, and everything that He does in all five aspects of our personalities. We try to keep ourselves healthy mentally, emotionally, socially, spiritually, and physically. 

From whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. (Eph 4:16)

Each person doing his or her part in the social development in the Body of Messiah is the only way we can grow up. We are growing up to be part of the Bride of Messiah. Rev 19:7-8 — The only way we can do this is by our works. Some of us won’t be prepared to meet Him; others will. We have to take advantage of every opportunity. Our rating must be equal to Him, at least according to our potential. We have to be able to socialize with Him, see Him as He is, face to face. We are preparing to socialize with him, with no holding back. There are things we are not even aware of, but that others notice, which we can’t judge ourselves. If we can’t judge ourselves, we have to receive the judgment of others, which is why we are here. We have to help judge one another if we can’t judge ourselves. We are to have positive judgments of one another. 

1 Chr 28:9 — David told his son that if he forsook our Father, He would forsake him. Obviously that happened. 

2 Cor 3:18 — From Glory to Glory

No matter how socially retarded we are, we can still go to the Father. When someone points out some of our failures, we go to the Father about them. We don’t “go under.” Tonight we are here to talk about our social problems – all kinds of social problems. We are ever increasing. That is all it takes to increase, to deal with our problems. We have to increase as we go, in order to be worthy of Him when He comes. We have to be fully developed. This is why we live in Community. In the end, we have to become worthy of Him, by walking in this life as He did. We can’t just be worthy of Him when we come up out of the waters of baptism. We have to be fully developed, which is why we live in community by the Holy Spirit. 

Every aspect of our life has to be fully developed. All of our abilities have to be developed. It is like Paul Gregoire, who didn’t know what kind of ability he had musically. But as he practiced, his abilities were manifest as a marvelous, wonderful gifting in the Body. 

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord. (2 Cor 3:18)

2 Cor 3:18 – We develop by degrees, from glory to glory until we turn into Him. As we look into the mirror, we see something not quite like Him, but we develop. We are the ones who will be in the Body for fifty years (or longer). The other people who come in the Body later on, who will only be here twenty-five years, we can help them increase much more quickly than we did. We know the nucleus consists of the worse ones. 

That is something we had better apply to ourselves. Now, saying all of this, what if you don’t, what if we don’t, do what Col 1:23 says? What if we don’t do that? 

If indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister. (Col 1:23)

Who will also confirm you to the end, that you may be blameless in the day of our Sovereign Yahshua ha-Mashiyach. (1 Cor 1:8)

Or what if we don’t do what Phil 2:5 says? 

Let this mind be in you which was also in Messiah Yahshua. (Phil 2:5)

Is that a commandment? To have the same mind, the same attitude, as Messiah? Is that something to be obeyed? 

Col 1:22-23 – What do we have to do to fulfill that? “…to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight.” There you go. We will be presented holy, blameless, and beyond reproach. Are we beyond reproach? Elders are supposed to be beyond reproach. They represent the Body to the outside world, and to the Body as well. If we don’t have His mind, His attitude, then there are going to be social problems in the Body. If some of us do not have the same attitude as Messiah, as if you were talking to Messiah when you speak to your brothers and sisters, then there are going to be social problems in the Body. Here is one part of Messiah calling up another part of Messiah, and speaking to each other. There should be no problem there, although we know that there will be. 

If we bring these problems out in the open, we can see our condition and change. What does “from glory to glory” mean in 2 Cor 3:18? What is glory? 

Mevaser – It is the inner worth that demands the respect of others in the Body. 

What are the repercussions of not having His same mind and attitude? It does not just affect you, but the Body, the Community. You could be a social problem in the Body, just as in your natural body, something that is not connected to the head, not acting like what the head says it should do, is a problem. If our head is Messiah, and Messiah’s Head is the Father, then we are going to respond properly, as we are commanded to do. That is, we will walk as He walked (1 Jn 2:6). 

That you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God. (Col 1:10)

We are to walk worthy of Him. Rev 3:4 says only those who are worthy of Him will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. We have to walk as He walked and have the same attitude as He did. When you are threatened, as when someone knows more than you do, and you are envious and jealous – then you (or any such a person) have no entry, no inheritance in the Kingdom of God (Gal 5:19-21).

Your Attitude Counts!

What we are here to talk about is our attitudes. Your attitude counts – if you can take that and understand it. In everyday life in the Community, your attitude counts. How do you see things? It is according to your attitude, or your flesh. Rev 3:21 is our entry to the Kingdom, to sit on the throne with Him. It means He is not standing on the door knocking all the time. Instead we have fellowship and communion with Him. In Rev 3:20 He is outside, wanting entry. The latch is on the inside. He waits for us to ask Him in. We have to confess our sins and receive our brothers and sisters when they come to us about the attitudes that we have. You can look up the word attitude.
 

What is your attitude towards our Father? We can have bad attitudes, thoughts that come to us, thinking that He is against us, that He just wants to make us suffer, that He doesn’t care for us. Our Master didn’t have those attitudes, not one time. He trusted our Father through great ordeals. 

How do we see Him? How does He see us? A lot of times, we really don’t know that He does see us and everything we do. Or we do know it and we really don’t care. Heb 4:13 is pretty conclusive about this, and it is the Word of God: 

And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account. (Heb 4:13)

You can see who it is, the Word of God. In verse 13 it is a personality, a person. The Word of God is not just words on paper. You can see the Word is a He. The Word of God is a Him, a person with a personality. When we read this, He has to come forth from it. It can’t just be ennobling our soul as we read the Word, which is all Christians do. They read the Word, but all it can do is psychologically induce a nicer type life. It is just the power of positive thinking for them. 
Phil 2:3 is the greatest, or one of the biggest causes of dissension among us:
Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. (Phil 2:3)

The dissension comes because they weren’t doing all things from humility. He had to write to them because they were dampening the witness, the flame, and the fire of the lampstand. That is what 1 Tim 2:8 says about why we have the morning and evening minchot, for we all lift up holy hands without hard feelings or ungodlike attitudes. Then it talks about lowliness, which contrasts selfishness. Phil 2:7-8 contrasts the selfish ambition of verse 3. Some people want to be elders, or tribal heads, out of selfish ambition, which is satanic. 

Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” (1 Pet 5:5)

So you can see what Phil 2:7-8 says. We have to have our Master’s mind and attitude. We have to have the same attitude He had. His Father put Him through great tests, temptations, and suffering. He never refuted, argued, or accused His Father through them all. He didn’t allow the accuser to come in and accuse. He knew our Father knew what was best for Him. 

Let each of you look out not for his own interests, but for the interests of others. (Phil 2:4)
That attitude cuts out dissension, doesn’t it? Col 1:10 commands us to walk worthy of our Master. In Rev 3:4 you can see that we have to be worthy of Him.

You have a few names in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. (Rev 3:4)
This is what it takes to walk with Him in white. Such men and women are worthy. We are not just made worthy when we are baptized. We have to maintain that forgiveness of our sins. We have to be fully developed in all that we do and all that we say. It is not what we do, but how we do it; not what we say, but how we say it (Jn 12:49, NIV). What keeps us from progressing is sin and not renouncing it (Pr 28:13). 

We have to be worthy of Him at the end, not just at our baptism. We can’t be having outbursts of anger. We have to be fully developed in all our aspects: social, emotional, mental, physical, and spiritual. So, to be worthy of Him at the end, we have to walk worthy of Him in this life. 

1 Jn 2:6 says we have to walk as He walked. How are we going to do that? Can we do it as a lone bee? In the Intertribal News there is a grapevine, and clusters, and not just one grape. That is how our social development takes places, in the cluster. There is no way one grape can develop socially. The rubber meets the road right here in the Community. We have to walk worthy of Him in the end, and walk with Him to get there, to be worthy of Him in the end (1 Cor 1:8).

We have to be led by the same Spirit as our Master. We have no less access to the Father than our Master did when He walked the earth. It is just according to our attitude. It is according to our mind. If we don’t have the same mind, we don’t have the same access. If we know He will hear us, He will answer us (2 Jn 5:13-15; 1 Jn 3:22). Doing what is pleasing in His sight is what it means to walk worthy of Him, having the same attitude along with our brothers and sisters who do have His attitude. We have to have the same attitude with our brothers and sisters. We have to be found worthy of Him at the judgment by being made worthy now.

1 Jn 2:27-28 — Verse 28 is in accordance with verse 27. If we are not walking according to verse 27 then we will shrink back when He returns (1 Jn 4:17). 

And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming. (1 Jn 2:28)

Verse 27 teaches us that if we abide under His Spirit, His anointing, under the instructions, teachings, and traditions that He has given us, we will be prepared for His coming. Or we can make fun of them, as some of our lost children have done, and our Father couldn’t keep them in the Community. 

But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him. (1 Jn 2:27)

That is the anointing of the Holy Spirit. By it we can attain to who He is. That is what He is there for, so that we can be like Him. We have to come to be the perfect man ourselves, together and individually – to attain to the same full stature with Him. That is how His Bride will be (Rev 19:7-8). We have to attain to everything He wants us to be and everything we can be. We can’t forsake Him as Solomon did. All his wisdom didn’t do him much good in the end. All of Solomon’s wisdom didn’t count for anything in the end, because he forsook Him. The First Church forsook Him, except for very few, as it was in Sardis. How do you stain your garment, as most did there? You do it by having a bad attitude and by not confessing your sins. 

Leadership in the Community 

As social creatures that we are, we have social problems, and that is why we have social meetings to solve social problems. There will be a lot of social problems we need to discuss and work out. The first primary thing a leader does is taking care of the sheep and being a problem solver. A social problem is not being able to flush the toilet. What do we do then? Get the expert? We can’t unclog the drain. Now what do we do? Wait until the plans get drawn up and approved by the City Council? Or make sure it gets fixed? 

Can Keli communicate with others who have greater wisdom, or is Keli the know-it-all? He has to communicate with others, for one person can’t be the whole show – for we are social. We communicate with one another, we are social, and we get wisdom from each other. 

Elders are coordinators. They administer, coordinate – but who is the head or the tail? Both are essential. Of course, we know, from Isa 9, that prophets are the heads and elders are the tails. They may not know all the expertise of the elders, but the elders have to listen to the spiritual nature first, and not just function in their natural abilities. Let us start in our lemon party. 

Do you have a hard time, sometimes, communicating with certain people, and both people misunderstand? Both people think the other person had a bad attitude? A lot of times, things can be worked out better face-to-face than by calling on the phone, although sometimes we have to use the phone.

I had many things to write, but I do not wish to write to you with pen and ink; but I hope to see you shortly, and we shall speak face to face. Peace to you. Our friends greet you. Greet the friends by name. (3 Jn 1:12-13)
Even though they might have misunderstood the communication by letter, they understand you face to face. It could be an attitude problem. How shall we do this? Shall we go around the room and communicate? “I have a problem with this person” and that person may have a problem with you. 

If you become offended, your attitude is poor. What are some of the social problems that we see with one another? 

Mevaser – I was thinking about some of the situations I have been in where it has been difficult to communicate. We can struggle, but through being honest, both parties being honest, you come to know one another’s hearts. You get beyond that awkwardness, and it is only in Messiah that this can happen. We can actually experience the great healing that can come through being honest in Messiah. 

We in Vista might see certain things at the Farm, “It is messy here” and there people from Farm come to Vista and say, “It’s messy here.” 
If you see something at the Farm, you can talk to Othniel or Yoceph, and they will tell you why it is that way. “If we hadn’t had to do a push and fertilize the trees, we would have already moved it.”
When I go there, I don’t make the judgment about their character, but what I say is, “This looks bad,” about a porch someone might fall off of and sue us about because there is no parapet (Dt 22:8). Or one of us falls off and hurt himself. These problems, which can so easily multiply, are why we have social meetings – in order to work them out. This is why our Father holds back from saving people and bringing them into our midst, if we let problems like this go unresolved, unfixed. If we speak about things like this openly, honestly, with the right attitude, then our social meetings are going to be more than what they are in some of our communities. 

Do you know of anyone whose heart you don’t see, or they don’t see your heart? Anything that causes alienation to develop, which makes us a sick Body, has to be dealt with. There should be no rebellion in my finger, or any other part of my body. Maybe everyone notices the same things you do.

ha-êmeq – I really liked what David Azar wrote in the Intertribal News: 

“I was thankful for the teaching on self-justification. When there is anything in our hearts that is off, our Abba knows. We might seek to evade the knowledge that He does know, but this only complicates the problem. 1 Jn 3:20 proclaims that our Abba knows all things and is fully aware of anything in our hearts that condemns us (Pr 15:3; Heb 4:13). If we truly desire to be saved from our wrong ways, we will be very sensitive to anything that condemns us and run swiftly to our Abba and to our brothers to find forgiveness and the grace to change (Pr 28:13). A completely open life, fully exposed to the light, enables us to become like our Master. Any deception we embrace or even tolerate in our lives holds us back from this goal.”
ha-êmeq — I thought that was so good what he said. You know there is something there, or someone will even come and put their finger on it. When you make excuses, you end up evading the whole subject. And the person feels sorry he even went to you. It is not like that feeling, “Here I am, please tell me. I am sure you are right, whatever it is.” 
Then you go away and feel like you ought to apologize for going to them in the first place. We can even deceive ourselves, as though our Father doesn’t know. We have to be honest about it and get it out there. We have to become like our Master, as Yoneq said.

The problem is, there are now two communities, not just one. We live in two different places. All kinds of thoughts or accusations can arise between us, like “Are you getting more than we are?” A lot of times we can look at our brothers and sisters and really, what is going on in us is envy, jealousy, and things of that nature. We have to be perfectly one all over the earth. I can’t read the Intertribal News without crying because I know the people. It seems like they are doing well and wonderfully and it confirms everything in me to know that our Father is doing everything that we say He is doing. We have to be perfectly one with no divisions among us. 

There will always be opportunities for tribal wars between us. It is just like in America, the Indian tribes were always warring. In Israel, the twelve tribes couldn’t get along. It will be a total, absolute miracle, the greatest feat that has ever been, to be in unity from tribe to tribe, clan to clan, and apostolic center to apostolic center. The world has never seen such (Jn 13:35; 17:23). 

Here we have two clans starting, and say the farm gets more goat milk than us, and we are doing all the work, milking the goats. We can have those thoughts. They can come to us because we are right in the middle of Satan’s territory. If we don’t admit it, we will just harbor it and alienation will come in between us. When we finally see it we can admit, “I didn’t have my helmet on. I didn’t have my breastplate on. Satan’s fiery darts got to me.” These things are going to happen and we know how to work them out. 

Is there any problem with so and so and his wife? They might see things in you, too, and we are going to have to work them out. Is this brother gone too much? Is he not spending very much time with his children? Or does he have to be gone that long? Or do certain people not take the lead on things, afraid to go to someone and talk to them, afraid the person they are going to talk to will be a know-it-all? You are afraid you will feel like a fool when you leave them. These are the kinds of things we must address here.
�  “Provided that” in the RSV is the “if” in that verse, which the NAS and the NKJV explicitly says.


� From one dictionary: 1) A complex mental state involving beliefs and feelings and values and dispositions to act in certain ways.
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