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Do Not Love the World

1 Jn 2:15 is one of the commandments that 1 Jn 2:4 is speaking of, by which one can know whether he has eternal life (1 Jn 5:13; 2:16-17). Do not love “the world,” which does not mean in the sense of Jn 3:16, but in the sense of Jms 4:4,
Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. (Jms 4:4)
Jms 4:4 allows one to know whether he is an enemy of God or not, and 1 Jn 2:15-17 allows one to know whether he does or does not have the life of the Father in him (Rom 5:5). Being occupied with television is worldly. It is being occupied with the world and not with, and in, the Community. This is just as 1 Jn 3:14,16-24 allows one to know that he has or has not passed out of death into life. In 1 Jn 2:17 the lust of the world is #1939, the active or individual desire resulting from the condition of the soul (Mk 4:19; Jude 1:16). 

Love in 1 Jn 2:15 is the direction of the will. The “love of the world” is finding one’s joy in the things of the world. World is #2889, kosmos, that which pertains to the material world. The “things of the world” are opposite to the things of God and the Community, so as to be occupied with making a living for oneself and not preoccupied with Mt 6:33 in the Community, like dance practice, current events class, social meetings, and so on. These things occupy our time at night, where serving one another occupies our time during the day, such as working, shopping for the needs, cooking, washing clothes, teaching children, serving one another, cleaning the house, being sextons, yard work, caring for animals and milking them. In a freepaper article we ought to describe everything that each one does in the Body, which is opposite to the world (Mt 6:31-33). 

Loving (#25) the world means that a person’s will is directed or turned towards the things of this world, as all who are of this world. To love our Master we must not be of this world, but of Him, and devoted to doing His will. Our will is directed by the Holy Spirit toward Him and His purpose in His kingdom, since He chose us to fulfill His will and purpose (Eph 1:4-5; Isa 53:10-11). 

Eph 1:5 – The good pleasure is #2107 and will is #2307. #2107 in the Greek is good pleasure, will. In Isa 53:10, good pleasure is #2656 in the Hebrew: His desire or will, purpose, His delight. Eph 1:4 speaks of the good pleasure of His will. Eph 1:11 – Predestined according to His purpose to fulfill His will. Eph 1:12-13 – Grace put us into a place where we could hear the gospel of our salvation – the message of truth by which faith came and we believed. Then we were incorporated, or became incorporate in Messiah and received the seal of the promised Holy Spirit. We heard this message of truth in the many other words. 

The seal is a sign of authentication or confirmation, which designates ownership and therefore protection by the Holy Spirit (Eph 4:30). Wrongful conduct produces alienation from the Holy Spirit (Rev 3:19-20). The Holy Spirit is the pledge, a down payment securing the entirety of what is promised (2 Cor 1:22; 5:5), our inheritance (Rom 8:17; Gal 4:7; Col 1:12). We are adopted as sons in order to receive the inheritance of the sons of God (Eph 1:5). This is baptism into His Body on Earth (1 Cor 12:12-13), after having believed as Acts 8:12 and 3:5-9 say. 

In Eph 1:4,11 we are chosen according to the council of His will. We now, the nucleus, are those who first trusted in Messiah in these days (Eph 1:12, NJKV). 

In whom, you who follow after us, also trusted after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, on whom after you believed were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance. (Eph 1:13-14)
The much-debated subject of God’s election and predestination is discussed in such verses as Eph 1:4 (chosen out of); Mt 24:31; Lk 18:17; Rom 8:33; 2 Tim 2:10; and Jms 2:5. Chosen is #1586. Elect is #1588. Predestined is #4309 (Eph 1:3-4,11). As Peter on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:33) spoke of the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, so is the counsel and foreknowledge of Eph 1:5,11. 

How can you know whether you are one of the elect? 1 Jn 5:13 will tell you whether you are or are not. Chosen is #1586 in Eph 1:4. Predestined is #4309 in Eph 1:5. Chosen is as Gen 18:19 says, foreknown. Gen 18:19 uses the word know in the KJV (#3045), meaning an election based on God’s infinite foreknowledge. This is as Jn 7:17, which is based on and according to the person’s willingness to do His will, which is to do Gen 18:19. This is first and foremost, for all else is a futile attempt to do His will in other areas without first having diligence to command one’s children and household. 

The world chosen in Eph 1:4 is based on the relationship between the chosen and the one who chooses (Mk 13:10; Acts 1:2). For the elect’s sake – and the apostles whom He had chosen. Mt 24:22 – This is their protection, for they are the protectorate. That is what the words mean, “for the elect’s sake.” 
#4309 is the word predestined in Rom 8:29, and #4267 is the word foreknew. This is as Gen 18:19, meaning approved beforehand (1 Pet 1:20) – known ahead of time (Acts 26:5). Not all who are called are chosen. Called is grace to a person; chosen is by faith – the reception of faith. But all who were willing to do His will when called received the faith to believe (Acts 2:37-41). Only three thousand that day were willing to do His will – those whom He foreknew (Rom 8:29). 

Rom 8:28 — Called according to His purpose, them who love God. Eph 2:10 — All who were foreordained as Eph 1:11 were also according to their ability given works prepared for them to accomplish for His purpose (Eph 4:16). So a person is foreknown – foreordained to do Isa 53:10-11, since he is part of the result of the suffering of His soul in death (Acts 2:23-25). Foresaw is #4308 in Acts 2:25. He foresaw us who would carry out His will and purpose in the Body. First, Heb 10:13; Acts 3:21; by Acts 26:7; Eph 2:10; 4:12-16; Jn 13:34-35; 17:21-23; 12:26; Acts 26:7-8; and Isa 49:6,8. 

We all need to be placed into our proper position according to our gifts and works (Eph 4:12). 
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