July 29, 2003, Morning Gathering
       Peace River Farm in Arcadia, Florida

Probation
Page 


Probation

We are saved by grace through faith. For instance, when the Peacemaker came to an event where you were, that was grace to you. Or when walkers came to you, or maybe somebody picked you up hitchhiking and brought you to the Community, as happened to this man the other day. He received grace, but not faith, because he went on his way. It was grace to him that we picked him up and brought him home. Grace brings us into a place where we can hear words of life. 
Our Father feels like a nobody if nobody loves Him.

ha-Emeq — I learned this from Mashal ben Nun the other day when we were in Brunswick. She said that you can be there and not be there. We can be here in the room and walk away with nothing if we are not really there. If we are there (here), not just in the room, but there, then we will hear our Father speak to us (Ex 29:42).
When you get into a car accident you need a witness. “Can you please tell what happened because if it’s only me telling about the accident nobody will believe me. That other man that was involved in the accident will tell his story.” Without a witness to verify what happened nobody will believe you. The witness verifies what happened. If our God has a witness then He is somebody. 
“He saves us, causes us to love one another, makes us not be greedy and selfish anymore. We can take you home and show you. Look right here on this paper in the back are all the witnesses.”
Jn 13:34-35 — The gospel will be preached as a witness. People see us working on our new house in downtown Arcadia, but they don’t know who we are. It’s like the dawn and not yet the light. 
We found that it is impossible to obey the commandments of Yahshua outside of community. It’s impossible. All the commandments teach us to live in community. It takes a community.

1 Jn 2:4 — Keeping His commandments is not walking across the country with a cross on your back, as some people do. 
If we have assurance of our eternal salvation it makes a difference in everything we do. Then we can serve in any way and resist evil and temptation. Without assurance it’s drudgery. We have assurance that our name is in the Lamb’s Book of Life (1 Jn 3:14).
Probation and Approbation

Rom 5:5 leads up to approbation, approval, being approved, approvation (the “v” corresponds to the “b” as in Hebrew). Provation is proving. Probation is a time to prove yourself, if you walk straight. Probation is usually used in the negative. Even though we have eternal life, we’re still on probation to see if we will be worthy to enter the next age. “Well done, My good and faithful servant. You served in the way I have given you gifts and works to do.”
Probation is a period of time for testing. We prove our worthiness to rule with Messiah in the next age. If we received the Holy Spirit we will be worthy to rule in the eternal age, even if we are not worthy to rule in the next age. In this case we will be made worthy in the next age to rule with Messiah.

If somebody is on probation in the world, they have to report regularly to their probation officer.
To prove goes with approval — you have to show the proof that you have assurance of eternal life. Probation is a time for critical examination and evaluation. Our faith is being proven, approved.

Jn 15:8 — If we bear much fruit we prove to be His disciples. We know we can do nothing without Him. We want to glorify our Father. That’s the verifiable witness — to bear much fruit. If we don’t bear much fruit we don’t prove anything.

Rev 3:4 speaks of those who are evaluated and approved. Evaluated means to show our value. Probation is a period of testing, of trial, to ascertain worthiness for something; in our case for the kingdom in the next age. That’s all the Bible teaches us, besides the gospel. It’s not about how to enter the eternal age. That’s a settled matter, a done matter, if we’re sealed with the Spirit (Eph 1:13). Now our faith is put to the test. We’re on probation, proving ourselves. That critical examination is going on to see how much love we have for our Master. That’s the fuel behind everything. 
All the commandments He wants us to do are right there. He needs us, at least 50% of us, to rule the next age. He wants everyone to rule, but only those who use their talents will rule with Him. That’s probation.

Approbation means you’re approved. We are proving ourselves now. The day will come when we’re approved. We don’t have to be approved to enter the eternal age. We already have our Master’s approval in that regard, as we’ve received His righteousness. 
When they make a car they put it on a proving ground and put it through all kinds of tests. Our Father made man and he must be tested. That’s the whole thing, if you even will read the word.

“If you love Me you’ll obey Me; you’ll keep My commandments.”
“Whoever says he knows Me and doesn’t keep My commandments is a liar.” Such ones are totally disapproved. They don’t have the assurance. So many people don’t go through the testing. They don’t have the eternal assurance. They are washed out.

Therefore those who have the Holy Spirit have the assurance and are able to do what others can’t do —  go through testing, but also praise and worship. Otherwise they have to make it up in the next age. We have that approval because the Holy Spirit has been poured out into our heart. We have the assurance of eternal life, which takes us through the hard times. 
People are being washed out like in the Army in boot camp. The Sergeant screams in their face, “Dig this hole and bury this cigarette butt.” They get you up in the middle of the night. They don’t want the people that can’t take orders and adversity on the battlefront. They don’t want any complainers, whiners, or victims on the battlefront.

Our Master wants us in the kingdom. He may tell us something we don’t like. He has to be able to trust us. 
It’s not wise to say that the former days were better than now (Ecc 7:8,10). It means that you are running out of assurance. Rom 5:1-5 — Endurance will give us approbation. It’s a hope that doesn’t disappoint.

See also August 10, 2003, Morning Gathering, Peace River Farm in Arcadia, Florida: The Litmus Test (2003.08.10-A01).
� See July 27, 2003, Morning Gathering, Peace River Farm in Arcadia, Florida: Conditional or Unconditional — a Tricky Subject (2003.07.27-A01).





