Borrowing from the Nations, Part 1

We ought to be especially kind to the righteous people of the nations because they will not take the abuse
that we giveto each other —accusations, etc. We abuse each other with things like accusations. And then
when we go to somebody with it, we find out it wasn’t them, it was us! We wer e the oneswho weren’t
thinking the best! That iswhat happensif you don’t have your armor on.

We havethe Holy Spirit, whom it is possible to grieve. How many times do we grieve Him? Eph 4:30 — He
isnot going to leave us because we grieve Him. Heis better than we are. He committed Himself to us. He
says, “1’m going to win you.” Hewould not have given usthe Holy Spirit if He didn’t know our hearts. So
we can forgive 490 times. We arethe Holy. We can do it because we have the Holy Spirit.

But our Father isnot expecting the nationsto forgive that way. They arenot the Holy — weare. Weare
the oneswho have the Holy Spirit. They are not expected to for give as we ar e who have been forgiven
much.

We met awoman of the nations yester day who treated us so well, and we prayed for her afterwards,
because something could happen and she could lose her righteousness. Ezekiel saysthat. All they can do
isseetheir sin and feel sorry for it. But we can see oursand repent and be forgiven and cleansed.

So now we haveto be perfect asHeis perfect. We have to speak to people. Even the Gentiles speak to each
other. But we have to speak to the Gentiles— reach out to them.

But we are not supposed to borrow from the Gentiles. They are supposed to borrow from us. Yearsago

in Suswe borrowed aladder from one of our neighbors, and what happened? Wedidn't return it right
away. And wouldn’t you know, he had to come over to usto get hisladder! And though hedidn’t turn
against us, hedid have groundsfor an accusation against us. It would have been our fault.

We can love peoplein thewor|d and not look down on them that they are not askind aswe think they
ought to be. But we could condemn our selves by judging the nations. We are not perfect either. You might
look down on someone in the supermarket because of their screaming, out-of-control child and say, “How
awful!” but you may have one your self.

Shoresh — Pr 2 “....then you will discern the proper fear of your master and discover the knowledge of God.
” Today | heard the knowledge of God —the way God seesthings. I’'m so thankful to know that the way
wetreat people could help them preservetheir righteousness. Because people in the nations could lose
their righteousness. So when thereare nice, kind people, we acknowledge them, and it strengthens them.
The nationsdon’t know what we know. All Lot saw was good far mland —that was all he could see.
Abraham saw so much more. But somehow they had some kind of agreement with each other.

We can love our wiveslikethisin an understanding way. And with our children, they don’t havethe
grace or understanding we do. But if we provide theright environment for them they can receive our
correction.

Yesterday Yoneq wastalking about picking up trash. At a meeting we had in Coxsackie people started
voicing negative accusations about us, and then someone stood up and said, “But they PICK UP

And greeting people: We have to seetheimportance of greeting people and being friendly. It will put a
guard in them from receiving accusations against uslater. That would be aterriblething to receive
accusations against us—it could turn their eternal destiny.

Then if people ask uswhy we are different, if they ask us about the hopethat they seein us, we will be
prepared (hopefully) to give an account of the hope they seein us. We must livelikethisin every place.
L ove demandsthis.

Nahum — That’swhy we all haveto bein love. It hasto be a whole sacrifice with no bad partsin it. The
bad parts have to be cut off or one person could ruin the reputation of the whole community.

We are not supposed to borrow from the nations. They can borrow from us. And we areto giveto him
who asks. And if they don’t return it, we can under stand because we know that they don’t have the Holy
Spirit. We cannot expect them to be better than us. We are His excellent, noble, glorious, majestic onesin



whom isALL Hisdelight.



