Mercy

Before the sacrifice we want to judge our selvesright. If we don’t we will haveto be judged. So we must
examine our selves. It is part of the covenant we made.

For instance, Mt 5:7 says, “ Blessed are those who show mercy.” So if we do not show mercy, will there be
any mercy for us? Thisisthe absolute word of God — the Son of God. Theword of God is not something
printed on a page. You could tear thisBible up or burn it (except that it would be a waste of money), but
it isnot the pagesthere— that’snothing. The Word of God isa person. Heis Yahshua. Heisthe Word of
God, and recorded on these pagesiswhat He has said while He was here on earth. Theword of God isa
Per son, a Personality, a Spirit who comesto us. ThisBibleisonly printed pages. The word of God, when
He was on earth, became flesh and dwelt among usand He spoke and it isrecorded herein the Bible (Jn
1:1-4). Hislifeisalight to men. Hislifeilluminated men. Theword of God is conveyed through channels.
John the Baptist was one of those channels (Jn 1:6-8). The word of God had not been spoken on the earth
for hundreds of years before John the Baptist. He was not the light, but he was the messenger who
conveyed thelight. The spirit that he had in him wasthe Word of God. So even when hewasin his
mother’swomb, he leaped when he camein contact with the Messiah who wasin Miriam’swomb. He
carried theWord of God and he prepared the way for Messiah. Those who wer e baptized by John, they
justified God (Lk 7:29). For God had not been known on the earth and all kinds of injustice was
happening, and the people who wer e baptized by John were starting to be merciful.

Blessed be the merciful. We must be mer ciful. Even the leadersin the Body who do not do anything about
unmerciful injustice and turn their heads, they will be judged. All of uswill bejudged if we are not

mer ciful, compassionate, kind, relieving people when they arein stress, helping them. Has everyone read
Mt 5:7? What is mercy? Compassion — he who has mercy is alwaysready to forgive from their heart. Mt
18:34-35 — It isrequired of usto forgive from our heart. Why isour Master so hard to say such words as
in Mt 18:35, that a person would beturned over to thetorturers? Why would that be deserved? Why did
he speak that way? Because that person had been forgiven much and received mercy. Thereforethose
who have been forgiven much and then do not forgive and have mercy, they deserveto be turned over to
thetorturers. He saysthat those who show mercy will receive mercy. When? When will they receive
mercy? At the judgment. But if a person has shown no mercy, they will not receive mercy at the
judgment. Jms 2:13 — Judgment will be without mercy to those who did not show mercy, but to those who
did — mercy smilesin the face of judgment. It meansthat when you go to judgment you will not have fear,
you'll smile, you will be able to go without shrinking back because you know you will receive mercy. But
if you have been unmerciful, you will have a fearful expectation of judgment (if we haven’t grown so dull
that we can’t even judge our selves and we don’t even know that we should have a fearful expectation of
judgment). If we willfully do not have mercy on someone when mercy isdue, we will certainly have a
fearful expectation of judgment.

Eph 4:2-3 describes mercy — merciful treatment that continuesto keep the Body in unity. Know this, that
there are going to beinjusticesin the Body and we haveto bear up under unjust treatment (1 Pet 2:18-20)
. Wehaveto bear up under unjust treatment because this finds favor with God. Thisisa principle: when
thereisunjust treatment, you areto bear up under it; then our Father looksupon you with favor. In the
sameway (1 Pet 3:1), wives are to be submissiveto their husbands. The principle hereisthe same —
bearing up under unjust treatment wins you favor with God.

We have over seersin the Body. They haveto be good over seers. There are certain peoplewho are
responsible over different aspects of the work — crew heads, different people who areresponsiblein each
category. Soif they are unmerciful and beat you with awhip in theway they treat you, they are going to
have to answer totheir Master in heaven (Lk 12:46). There are no wasted words; if you bear up under it,
great approval comesto you from God.

1 Pet 2:18 waswritten because they had slavery on the earth at that time. Thereis nothing wrong with
davery. It isa good system if thereare good and just masters. Theworld is made up of people with



greater abilitiesand lesser abilities. Some cannot make a living and some can. Some have a great ability
to providejobs, etc. Some do not have those kinds of abilities so they work for the oneswho do— and in
the davery system they work in harmony with their masters and they have food, clothing, protection.
They take care of their master’sfamilies, their children, they love one another, working together asa
family. (Thisisideal, of course, asif Satan was bound up.) Thereis nothing more wonderful than for
people with not much ability to have a wonderful master to work under, like aking. Theking livesup on
the hill, so he can see the enemy approaching. The peoplelivein the valley and they work out in thefields
and when the enemy comes, the king has armiesto protect the people. You hear about bad kings and it
ruins everything, it ruinsthe whole picture, but there were good kings. Our Master isa good King.

In the story we heard about Isaac and Rivkah (Gen 24), they had servants. Her servant served her.
Abraham’s servant served him. If those servants wer e set free they would not be able to exist; they would
be out in theworld somewhere with no justice. But with a good master you have justice. But even if you
do have a bad master, you areto bear up under it and our Father who judgesrighteously will bring
justiceto all at thejudgment. Therefore even though there may be no justice on earth, therewill be justice
when Hereturns. Those who bore up under a heavy hand will find favor with God while those with a
heavy hand will find no — favor in that day. And for uswho are discipleswe areto bejust like our Master
Yahshuawas. Heisour example and He gave us His Spirit to follow that example (1 Pet 2:23).

We areto beno different than Hewas. And also, wivesareto bejust like Him under a heavy handed
husband whose prayersare hindered (1 Pet 3:1,7). Why arethey hindered) 1 Jn 3:22; 5:15.

Ever sincethey did away with davery in the world, everything went haywire. Not everyone can make a
living. So these people haveto steal and rob and murder and cheat and swindleto survive. Beforethey
just served and were cared for. It was a good system. Before ther e was always a per fect balance between
those who had abilities and those who did not. Theway it isin Gen 24 isthe way it should bein the world.
That ishow it should be. It isnot truethat all men are created equal. We are not created equal. Wewere
created with different abilities.

Even in the Body there are certain abilities and graces that people have and we have to submit to that,
adjust to that and submit to them. But those who ar e strong must always be giving to those who ar e weak.
Those who have are always giving to those who have not, so in that way ther e will always be equality —
because our Father givesgracein proportion to abilities. There will always be those with greater giftings
(1Cor 12:22-27). Everything is determined by our responseto Hisword.

Even in the Body wherethereiseguality, it isnot that all men are created equal, for you seein Mt 25:14-
30that there arethose with greater abilitiesand lesser. There are eldersand the greater gifted leaders (as
masters) and there areleast or less gifted (Heb 8:11). And there are heads of work crews. In a way, the
crew heads arelikethe mastersand theworkersarelike their servants, and the head must be kind,
compassionate, merciful, loving master. So in the Body, the system isthe same asit would be (used to be)
in theworld, except that thereisequality in the Body. If not, then thefirst are going to be last and the last
will befirst, if thelast now bear up under the pain of unjust suffering (1 Pet 2:19; 2 Tim 2:12). That isif
we do not deny Him by our complaint under unjust heavy handed masters (1 Pet 2:21). Do we

under stand this? God so composed the Body to test thevery fiber of our being. If thereisno equality in
Him, then what? (Eph 3:10). In the Body, no oneis concer ned about which position they arein because
all will get their just reward. So we can work at what we do in peace and be content and not strive.

Some people strive to berecognized in the Body, but instead we must have peace and use what we have
and be happy being faithful in our onelittletalent. We are all serving our one Master anyway. We areall
receiving grace. We all have talents proportioned to us according to our abilities (Mt 25:15). It all fits
together with 1 Cor 12:22-26 — if someone lacks: the strong givesto theweak (Rom 15:1). If someone with
mor e abilities (Lk 12:46) walks over those who lack, then who are they anyway? They will certainly be
last. Our Father composed the Body that way deliberately; He wasthe Master designer of the Body, so
that we would all work together in peace — and it would test our heartsto seewhat isin us. It isso that we
could all put up with other people's shortcomings. Eph 4:3,2— It isonly that kind of forbearance that



keepsthe Body in unity and those parts of the Body which we consider rather ignoble arethevery parts
which weinvest with additional honor and our unseemly parts, those unsuitable for exposure, aretreated
with seemliness — modesty and decorum, which our more presentable parts do not require (1 Cor 12:22-25
. But God has so adjusted, mingled, harmonized, and subtly proportioned the parts of the whole Body,
given the greater honor and richer endowment to theinferior partswhich lack apparent importance, so
that Jn 17:21-23 would befulfilled by true believerswho received the power of the Spirit. Verse 22 — so
thereisabsolute necessity for the parts of the Body that are considered more weak.

1 Pet 2:23 — Our Master did not revile back but entrusted Himself to Him who judgesrighteously, and we
must be like Him in order to find favor in our Father’s eyes. (Sometimesthesetrandationsare
intellectually stupid. They rearrange all the wordsto sound a certain way and then you cannot tell what
they mean anymore.) So you can seethisisagreat principle. It isa marvelousthing our Father is

showing us here.

Eph 4:2-3 shows how the Body is held together. It is by for bearance because you love one another — that
makes unity.

Therefore, blessed are the mer ciful because they shall obtain mercy at judgment. If we are merciful,

when the judgment comes we will receive mercy because He will judge us on how much mercy we have
shown. Mercy isfull of confidence and gladness and it exalts over facing the judgment. Mercy iskind and
compassionate treatment with under standing of your brother’s needs. It iswhen you seeabrother in

need and your heart goes out to him. (1 Jn 2:17,20,27,28). We can do thisin every area of the Body. [For
instance, concer ning the watchmen and their work loads, being consider ate of people who have not had
any sleep.] You cannot just keep beating people to make them work more and more. Sometimes we do

not have under standing of people. If you do not have any under standing you cannot be compassionate.
You will be overlooking that othershave needs. Thishappened in thefirst church people’ s needs were
being overlooked — so they had to appoint men to make surethe food was being distributed properly.

2 Cor 5:10— Soweareall going to have to stand before judgment someday and be judged for everything
we have done, for every word we have spoken (Mt 12:36,37; Mk 7:20-23) even for everything we have

ever donein secret (Eccl 12:14). Every good thing and every bad thing will be exposed and judged.
(Sometimes we do good thingsin secret but then if you broadcast it, that isall the reward you will get. The
Phariseeswerelikethat. They did their good deeds publicly so that they would be praised.) Eccl 12:14 is
why it saysyour deedswill find you out. Even your thoughtswill be brought to judgment.

1Jn 2:27 saysthat if we abidein Him, if we arein communion with Him, we will have confidencein the
day of judgment sinceit will enable us[now] to be compassionate and mer ciful and show mercy when
mercy isdue. But if we show no mercy, no mercy will be shown to usand we will have only theterrifying
expectation of our own judgment — especially if we willfully didn’t show mercy (Heb 10:27), sometimes
we aretoo dull and indifferent to notice (1 Jn 3:2-3).

Thiserror of not showing mercy when mercy isduewill bring usinto judgment because it causes
dissension in the Body and hard feelings among the brothers. Nevertheless, we areto bear up under it
patiently. But if weareall full of mercy, no onewill have to bear up under unjust treatment for all
treatment will be merciful and just. But just in case someoneisnot merciful, let’sjust bear up under it
and keep on keeping on.

Heb 12:15; 3:13-14; 10:24 — W€ ve got to be able to see a person’sneed and be surethat justice is met.
Let’sbeour brother’skeeper. If we have not been merciful and we go ahead and hold our handsup
anyway, it meanswe cannot judge our selvesright and we will be judged (1 Cor 11:27-31). But we will be
blessed if we show mercy (Mt 5:7). We are ‘the merciful’ if we show mercy. Wearethe“sons of God” if we
are “the peacemakers.” Wearegoingto see God if weare“thepurein heart.” If we do thesethingswe are
“the people of God,” the edah, the new sons of Jacob, His house (Heb 3:6).



