
My son -13 y old                crimes 

not believing in the TT’s doctrines ( all the while  subserviently obeying 

them), desiring to and on occasion riding a bike 

wanting to wear clothing a bit differently. 

 Punishment 

 Treated as a traitor, an apostate...with distrust, contempt and ostracism. 

My husband                   crimes 

± Disagreeing that children should be physically punished for talking 

with other children. 

± disagreeing  with the rule of needing permission from the leaders to 

listen to our own TT music.  

± struggling over the fact that leaders have absolute control over 

your family through the parents , contrary to what they preached 

and profess to believe   which is that parents have absolute 

authority over their own children.  

 

  Punishment 

 reduced to menial  work, being a tradesman carpenter he was assigned 

to work doing production work in the bakery with our son both for 

around 80 hours a week. Also being a professional musician he wasn’t 

allowed to play music.  

 I f a man have a stubborn and rebellious son, which will not obey the 

voice of his father, or the voice of his mother, and that, when they have 

chastened him, will not hearken unto them: Then shall his father and his 

mother lay hold on him, and bring him out unto the elders of his city, and 

unto the gate of his place; And they shall say unto the elders of his city, 

This our son is stubborn and rebellious, he will not obey our voice; he is 

a glutton, and a drunkard. And all the men of his city shall stone him with 

stones, that he die: so shalt thou put evil away from among you; and all 

Israel shall hear, and fear. --Deuteronomy 21:18-21 

 

 

This was quoted at a public announcement made by a leader of the TT. The leader went on 

to announce to everyone, and unexpectedly for me that my husband and son only 13 years 

old then were officially “cut off” which is a state of disgrace. He explained that in the 

http://skepticsannotatedbible.com/dt/21.html#18


communities of the TT we don’t stone but we declare this person being in 

Death.(He actually said those words). 

I was shocked and started to cry.  

What followed were 3 years of ostracism, punishment, banishment. Our family of 5 got split 

in 3. My husband when at home was confined to our room and my son to the room he had 

been assigned to live with a few single men. They were not allowed at the regular meetings, 

meals, special events and this to understand is within the context of life in the community 

which does not allow for participation in anything in the outside wider world. They were 

later moved from one community home to another and eventually away from the 

community but still under the supervision and control of the leadership. They were sent 

away to NZ where my husband is from. My son was then 16 and after only a few months he 

was advised to leave him to fend for himself and return to the fold which he refused to do. 

They took 7 months to send me and my daughters to visit. When in NZ we discussed leaving 

the TT. 

We no longer saw them as the caring loving people that uphold conscience and family 

values that we believed we had been part of all those years. We realized the leaders 

priorities and ideas on families were wrong and we knew it would not change. 


